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Do you still figure toll- 
charges by guess work? 


If you do you are either overcharging 
money— 


your subscribers or losing 
probably the latter. 


The CALCULAGRAPH 


records and prints the exact time of toll 
and quarter min- 
and prevents dis- 
are in use by tele- 


messages in minutes 
utes, eliminates errors 
putes. Thousands 
phone companies. 


Write today for literature 


CALCULAGRAPH COMPANY 


Dept. 16 30 Church Street, 
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Telephone Cables 


ALL SIZES AND CAPACITIES 


Hard Drawn Copper 
Telephone Wire. 
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POLE GUY 


ANCHORS 


fill every requirement 
that an anchor should. 


Really Holds. 
Doesn’t Creep. 
Costs little toinstall. 
Can be reclaimed. 
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Leich Harmonic Ringers 


Are Reliable in Service 


Rigidly constructed: the vibrating unit 1s 
solidly riveted together and so clamped to 
the ringer cores that by loosening two nuts 
the unit is removable. Any one of four fre- 
quencies can be obtained by simply chang- 
ing the vibrating units. [Eccentric gongs 
make adjustments easy. 
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LEICH ELECTRIC CoO. 


Telephones, Switchboards, Accessories 


GENOA, ILLINOIS 


DISTRIBUTORS 
TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 


Spokane, Wash. 


Get our Prices on Harmonic Ringers 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCE COMPANY 


Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, New Orleans 


ST. PAUL ELECTRIC CO. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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Cincinnati, Ohio 
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I'm always out of 
soldering acid when 
Wve soldering to do” 


“When 1 have my 
spool of KESTER 
Acip Cone Wine Sotver 


I never worry 
about soldering paste." 










There’s a vast difference between the 
fellow who is always prepared for his 
soldering work with a spool of Kester 
Acid-Core Wire Solder and the fellow 
who depends on soldering paste or 
acid. 

Kester Acid-Core Wire Solder is cut off 
the spool as needed. The acid solder- 


ing flux is within the solder and ready 
to use. 
KESTER wise’scittr 
WIRE SOLDER 
ACIO FLUX ACID FLUX 
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(ready to use) SOLDER TUBE 


A great time and labor saver, as there is no time lost 
hunting, preparing or applying the soldering acid 
Sold in one pound spools in cartons; on one, five 
and ten-pound spools in convenient wire form. 


You can use only as much Kester Acid-Core Wire 
Solder as you need—and no more. ‘lhe only too! 
you require is a soldering iron—appiy the heat 
and “‘reel it off.” 


Your Jobber Can Fill Your Order 


CHICAGO SOLDER COMPANY 
CHICAGO U.S.A. 


Also manufacturers of Kester Rosin Core Wire Solder 
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By the Way— 
Independent telephone men will meet in 
Chicago August 16 to discuss government 


control plans. 


The importance of the association con- 
ference at this time cannot be overesti- 
mated, and all telephone men who can 


should attend. 
Vital questions relating to compensa- 
tion for properties during government 


control, operating policies and _ other 


phases of the situation will be considered. 


Situation at Washington. 
We are pleased to report that Inde- 
pendent telephone interests were well rep- 
resented at Washington this week, and 
this for two reasons. 

One is that the men who have origi- 
nated and developed telephone service in 
every nook and corner of the country can 
render valuable aid to the government in 
handling its gigantic new task. The other 


reason is that it is wise for the Inde- 
pendent forces to be on the ground where 
important plans for the future of the in- 
dustry are being formulated. 

In other words, the Independents ex- 
hibit wisdom in not leaving the Washing- 
ton situation entirely to the Bell organ- 
ization. 

It is expected results will flow from the 
conferences at the capital that will enable 
the United States Independent Telephone 
\ssociation to advise its members soon as 
to the course they should pursue in the 
next few months. 


At the Chicago meeting of the asso- 








ciation directors and members, called for 
August 16, it is considered highly impor- 
tant that the Independent companies 
agree on a line of action concerning a 
basis of compensation for the rental of 
their properties to the government. 

The interests of both large and small 
companies are being considered by the 
association, and it is, of course, material 
that they should present a united front 
at this time. The association can be of 
inestimable value to the Independent tele- 
phone men in meeting the present situa- 
tion, and its organized effort should be 
utilized to the utmost. 

Naturally, Postmaster General Burle- 
son and his aids have not reached a com- 
prehensive, definite policy as yet, but the 
association can be relied upon to keep 
operating companies posted on develop- 
ments as they arise. 

The 


rently, to its announcement that it would 


government is adhering, appa- 
seek advice and suggestions from those 
whose long experience in the telephone 


business has render 


qualified them to 
valuable assistance in solving the prob- 
lems now pending. 

The desirability of Independent leaders 
keeping in close touch with the situation 
at Washington is well expressed by an 
lowa manager who, in writing TE- 
LEPHONY, Says: 

“We must recognize that it would be 
most natural for government officials, un- 
dertaking a large and unfamiliar task, to 
lean heavily upon the great organization 
which is at their 


Bell. 


elbow—meaning the 


And it is up to us, as Independents, 
and as public citizens, to lose no time in 
convincing the government that we, too, 
have an organization; that we have im- 


portant properties; that we are patriotic 
to the last degree, and that we will do 
anything and everything required to help 
our country in this crisis 

That we do feel and insist, in all fair- 
ness, that the most eligible and compe- 
tent among the Independent operators 
will be as valuable to the government as 
any telephone men in the country, and 
that they are entitled to a large scope for 
their ability.” 

The 


that the secretaries of all 


suggestion has also been made 
state associa- 
tions be invited to attend a meeting at 
Washington, which could be utilized not 
only to forward the adjustment to pos- 
sible changed conditions, but to demon- 
strate to the government that the Inde- 
pendent interests stand ready to co-oper- 
ate in all ways for the maintenance of 
efficient telephone service. 

While plans are being worked out at 
Washington, exchange managers should 
not fail to keep their plants up to work- 
ing efficiency. They should not suspend 
their work and let things drift while they 
are wondering what plans will finally be 
adopted by the powers that be. 

The public desires and needs good tele- 
phone service now more than ever, and 
feels the 


the government, we surmise, 


same way. The man who marches bravely 
along and does his best from day to day 
cannot go far wrong. Besides, there is no 


more practical way to show one’s loyalty. 








Independents Meet at Washington 


Important Conference Held at Capital by Representatives of Class A Com- 
panies Who Draft Statement Relative to Basis of Compensation Under 
Federal Control—Association Meeting at Hotel La Salle, Chicago, August 16 


An important meeting of leading Inde- 
pendent telephone men was held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., on Monday and Tuesday 
of this week, August 5 and 6, to discuss 
questions relating to the United States 
government control of the wires. It was 
not, strictly speaking, an association 
gathering, but a conference of representa- 
tives of Class A companies, those operat- 
ing over 10,000 stations each, About forty 
were present. 

The results of the conference will be 
reported to the directors of the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion, who will hold a meeting in Chicago 
on August 16. Representatives of the 
Class A companies, who were summoned 
to Washington by President G. W. Rob- 
inson and Vice-president F. B. MacKin- 
non, who have been at the capital keeping 
in close touch with the situation, held 
their first meeting at Hotel Willard Mon- 
day afternoon. 

President Robinson was chairman of 
the conference and F. B. MacKinnon, 
secretary. -Among those in attendance 
were F. H. Woods, Lincoln, Neb.; A. F. 
Adams, Kansas City, Mo.; Wm. Fortune, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; P. S. Pogue, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; W. J. Melchers and C. T. 
Babcock, Owosso, Mich.; C. E. Tarte and 
R. D. Graham, Grand Rapids, Mich.; H. 
L. Reber of St. Louis, Mo., and Attorney 
Bruce Campbell; W. G. Brorein and 
Treasurer Hicks of Tampa, Fla.; James 
Stewart and E. M. Prisk, Hazleton, Pa.; 
John Z. Miller, Erie, Pa.; Geo. R. Ful- 
ler, Rochester, N. Y.; C. Y. McVey, 
Columbus, Ohio; F. L. Beam, Mt. Ver- 
non, Ohio; F. R. Huntington, C. A. Carl 
and Attorney Weller, Harrisburg, Pa.; 
F. E. Bohn, Fort Wayne, Ind.; W. H. 
Prince, Philadelphia; E. D. Schade of 
Johnstown, Pa.; F. C. Stevens of St. 
Paul, Minn., attorney for the association; 
Hart Farwell, Terre Haute, Ind.; W. S. 
Paca, Oil City, Pa.; John H. Wright, 
Jamestown, N. Y.; K. B. Schotte, Kit- 
tanning, Pa.; R. L. Stewart, Thomasville, 
Ga.; Thos. Bromley, Muskegon, Mich.; 
W. W. Johnson, Jefferson City, Mo.; C. 
O. Trask and T. W. Twyman, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 


Basis of Compensation. 


The basis of compensation for the 
rental of telephone properties by the 
government was discussed, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to draft a resolu- 
tion embodying the ideas of the confer- 
ence to be considered at a later session. 

The committee named included Messrs. 
Robinson, MacKinnon, McVey, Adams, 


Reber, 
Schade. 


Tarte, Brorein, Fortune and 
They held a meeting and formu- 
lated a draft of a statement relative to 
a proper basis of compensation which 
the government is desired to follow for 
the use of Independent telephone proper- 
ties while under federal control. 
Chairman Robinson was instructed to 
submit this proposition to the full board 
of directors at the meeting to be held in 
Chicago, Aungust 16. The statement 
seeks to protect the interests of all com- 
panies, large and small, and it is hoped 
that united action will be taken in the 
matter by the Chicago meeting, as it is 
essential that there be complete agree- 
ment among the Independents in their 
negotiations with the federal authorities. 


Importance of Making Inventory. 


The importance of all telephone com- 
panies, liable to be affected by the gov- 
ernment’s action, making an inventory 
as of date August 1, when the new order 
went into effect, was impressed upon the 
meeting. 

The point was emphasized that only by 
having an adequate inventory ¢ould an 
operating company be in a position to 
recover just compensation and be assured 
that its plant is returned to the original 
owners in the same condition it was in at 
the time of taking over. The conference 
was also urged to open a set of new books 
to comply with the new conditions. 

When the Independents reached the 
capital they soon learned that Postmaster 
General Burleson had in mind a plan of 
compensation for telephone companies 
similar to that provided for the railroads. 

There has been so much dissatisfaction 
among railroad owners and financial .in- 
terests over that plan that the opinion was 
expressed that the telephone representa- 
tives would not consider it favorably. It 
is probable that after the telephone men 
have reached some understanding as to 
compensation a conference will be held 
with the Postmaster General on the sub- 
ject. 

For the information of the field, and 
to keep the chronological events in order, 
it is advisable to state that when the 
government order went into effect Au- 
gust 1, Postmaster General Burleson is- 
sued the following statement: 


Pursuant to the proclamation of the 
President of the United States, I have 
assumed possession, control and super- 
vision of the telegraph and telephone 
systems of the United States. This proc- 


lamation has already been published and 
the officers, operators and employes of 


-10 


the various telegraph and telephone com- 
panies are acquainted with its terms. 


Until further notice the telegraph and 
telephone companies will continue opera- 
tion in the ordinary course of business 
through regular channels. Regular divi- 
dends heretofore declared and maturing 
interest on bonds, debentures, and other 
obligations may be paid in due course and 
the companies may renew or extend their 
maturing obligations unless otherwise 
ordered by the Postmaster General. All 
officers, operators and employes of the 
telegraph and telephone companies will 
continue in the performance of their 
present duties, reporting to the same of- 
ficers as heretofore and on the same terms 
of employment. Should any officer, oper- 
ator or employe desire to leave the serv- 
ice he should give notice as heretofore 
to the proper officer so that there may be 
no interruption or impairment of the 
service to the public. 

I earnestly request the loyal co-opera- 
tion of all officers, operators and em- 
ployes, and the public, in order that the 
service rendered shall be not only main- 
tained at a high standard but improved 
wherever possible. It is the purpose to 
co-ordinate and unify these services so 
that they may be operated as a national 
system with due regard to the interests 
of the public and the owners of the prop- 
erties. 

No change will be made until after the 
most careful consideration of all the 
facts. When deemed desirable to make 
changes, announcement will be made. 


The same day Vice-president MacKin- 
non issued a bulletin to the members of 
the association in which he said: 

‘ Bulletin to Association Members. 


The statement is in effect an order to 
the telephone officers and employes to con- 


_ tinue to operate as heretofore the prop- 


erties in which they are employed. It will 
be noted that in addition to the instruc- 
tions to officers and employes in charge 
of operation instructions are also given 
officials having in charge financial matters 
to continue to pay dividends and interest 
and to renew maturing obligations until 
the Postmaster General orders differently. 

The president of this association, G. 
W. Robinson, the association’s attorney, 
F. C. Stevens, and Vice-president F. B. 
MacKinnon conferred with Postmaster 
General Burleson and his three assistants, 
Messrs. Koons, Lewis and Lamar, on 
Tuesday, July 30. The Independent in- 
terests were discussed in a general way. 
No definite statement as to plans of the 
administration in the operation of the 
telephone systems were made by the Post- 
master General. A careful investigation 
of the problems of the industry is being 
made and in due time orders and in- 
structions and announcement of plans will 
be made. 


The owners of telephone properties 
are now confronted with the problem of 
compensation to be paid them for the use 
of their properties by the government. 
The officers responsible to the owners for 
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the safeguarding of their investment 
should see to it that careful memoranda 
are made of all property turned over to 
the government or which the government 
may claim the right to possess, including 
cash on hand, bills and accounts receiv- 
able, and employes’ working funds. In 
our opinion a new set of books should be 
opened by every company which will be 
the government’s books. <A _ special in- 
ventory should be made of material and 
supplies on hand. Definite orders as to 
what property the government will claim 
will probably be issued but immediate 
inventories are necessary to supply a 
basis for compensation later. 

A conference of representatives of 
Class A Independent companies has been 
called by the association to be held in 
Washington August 5. At this confer- 
ence the question of compensation and 
the procedure to be adopted by our com- 
panies in preparing to sustain their con- 
tentions as to plant values will -be dis- 
cussed at length. As a result of this con- 
ference it is hoped the association will be 
able to recommend a definite procedure 
to be followed by its members in handling 
the difficult problems with which the own- 
ers of our properties are now confronted. 


How government control will affect the 
smaller telephone companies, and how far 
that control will be extended, are dis- 
cussed in a circular letter prepared by an 
Independent manufacturer and 
the trade, in which 
points are brought out. 
in part: 


sent to 
interesting 
This letter says 


many 


Effect Upon Smaller Companies. 


Just what government control will 
mean to the small companies, or com- 
panies operating in towns of less than 
20,000 inhabitants, is the proposition most 
vitally affecting us, and the uncertainty 
of which is also the cause of the sudden 
marking time by these small companies, 
especially in the matter of buying, either 
for maintenance, extension or to effect 
some particular economy. Just what the 
government will do, of course, is prob- 
lematical and one man’s guess is as good 
as another’s. 

However, the consensus of opinion 
among men who can be assumed are in a 
position to know, is that the real object 
of the government’s control of the wires 
is to be able to. communicate by tele- 
phone or telegraph without hindrance or 
even the chance of interruption. In time 
of war, a nation cannot have its means of 
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communication tied up by strikes, as was 
just recently threatened by the telegraph- 
ers. Therefore, the control of all 
through toll telephone and telegraph lines 
became absolutely essential. 

Because of the complexity of all wire 
service, the interlocking of so many or- 
ganizations controlling various forms of 
communication, it was logical that the 
entire wire plant of the country be taken 
over at one time. Since, however, the gov- 
ernment has need only for long distance 
lines, it will no doubt relinquish various 
telephone systems in perhaps the follow- 
ing order: 

(a) All Independent companies, rural 
lines and other companies whose field of 
operation is strictly local. 

(b) Independent and Bell local-operat- 
ing companies located in important toll 
centers. 

(c) Operating companies in cities of 
ever 50,000 population. 

Operating companies in small towns and 
rural districts, the circular argues, will 
feel no more effect of government con- 
trol than did the 
which are again 
private ownership. 
ufacturer 


railroads 
being operated under 
Continuing, the man- 
strong 


short line 


makes a argument to 
keep up the efficiency of the local plant, 
saying : 


Urges Keeping Up Efficiency. 


As Congress has been particular to see 
that no harm results to any interest in 
the taking over of the utilities, there is 
really no excuse for the sudden lying 
down of all operating men. If their 
switchboard needs repairs, there is no 
reason in the world why they should not 
get them. If they need a telephone, they 
can purchase it without being in fear of 
losing money on the purchase. If their 
switchboard no longer gives service, there 
is no reason why they cannot consider 
the purchase of a new board. 

In fact, it seems rather unpatriotic to 
let a business deteriorate simply because 
the government says that after a certain 
time it is going to operate the business 
for you and pay you whatever is right. 
This thought also is in line with the 
President’s proclamation which directs 
that telephone properties be operated in 
the usual and ordinary course of the 
business of the system.’ 


An interesting view of how the new or- 
der will affect the Western Electric Co. is 
given as follows: 


1] 


Another phase of this proposition is 
the position in which the Western Elec- 
tric Co. will be placed in the new order 
of things. Will it be granted a continued 
monopoly to manufacture Bell equipment 
or will all telephone manufacturers have 
an opportunity to furnish equipment to 
all operating companies regardless of 
former ownership? Decision of this 
phase of the subject will probably not 
appear until some time after the govern- 
ment has had the operation of telephones 
under its control, but in view of the fact 
that the majority of the stock of the 
Western Electric Co. now is owned by 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
the control of the W. E. Co. naturally 
will go into the hands of the government 
with the A. T. & T. 

In this case, the W. E. plant will be- 
come a government owned concern and as 
such would manufacture equipment for 
the government lines, leaving to Inde- 
pendent manufacturers all local, mutual 
and rural companies which will, without 
doubt, be turned back by the government 
tor private operation. 

An arrangement of this kind seems ex- 
tremely logical and which, if followed, 
will assure all Independent manu factur- 
ers of plenty of work, and will eliminate 
all future danger of the destructive com- 
petition which we have had in the past 
and will also make it possible to get into 
fields from which we have been barred. 

The special war committee of the Na- 
tional Railway & Utility 
Wash- 
for several days last week and 
discussed the telephone question. On July 
30 the committee met with Postmaster 
General and tendered the co- 
operation of the state commissions and 
endeavored to point out to him the wis- 
dom of selecting these practical and ef- 
ficient organizations to work with him in 
the operation of the wire properties 


Association of 
Commissioners was in session in 


ington 


Burleson 


Supplementing the conference with 
the Postmaster General, the follow let- 
ter was sent to him by the association 
over the signatures of President Chas. E. 
Elmquist and Joseph B. Eastman, chair- 
man of the special war committee: 


Railway Commissioners’ Letter. 


Confirming our conversation with you 
this afternoon, the special war committee 
of the National Association of Railway 
and Utilities Commissioners, in behalf of 








Important Independent Meeting 
Hotel La Salle, Chicago, August 16 


Meeting of directors and members of the United States Independent Telephone 
Association called for Friday, August 16, at Hotel La Salle, Chicago, to formu- 
late definite basis of compensation for rental of Independent telephone 


properties to government. 


All Independents are urged to attend. 
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that association, desires to offer you its 
co-operation in your new task of direct- 
ing the affairs of the telephone and tele- 
graph properties of the country. We wish 
federal administration to be an unquali- 
fied success in the public interest, and if 
we can help in achieving that result, we 
want you to feel that you can call upon us 
at any moment. In making this state- 
ment we are assured that we are merely 
recording the sentiments of every state 
public service commission in the country. 

In all but four of the states these com- 
missions have supervision over telephone 
and telegraph rates and service, and they 
have built up special departments for the 
handling of this work. Outside of the 
companies themselves, we think it safe to 
say that the state commissioners have 
more extensive and more expert knowl- 
edge of these properties and of the public 
problems involved in their administration 
than any group of men in the country. 
This knowledge is at your command so 
ih. you may desire to avail yourself 
of it. 

We realize that you have not as yet had 
time or opportunity to determine upon 
de‘inite plans for the carrying on of your 
new work. For the present, therefore, 
beyond our general offer of co-operation, 
we have only one or two suggestions to 
make. In many states there are a very 
large number and variety of telephone 
companies, conducting in many instances 
a strictly Jocal business. Confasion is 
likely to arise as to the status of these 
and other companies under the new dis- 
pensation. 


Suggestions to Avoid Confusion. 


Until you have time to canvass the 
situation thoroughly, which will in itself 
prove no easy task, we suggest that con- 
fusion can be avoided and public rights 
preserved by announcing that it is your 
desire that the companies should continue 
to observe local police regulations and 
respond to the supervision of the state 
commissioners in the same manner as 
heretofore. Failure to do this, we fear, 
may lead to misunderstanding, on the 
part of both the companies and the gen- 
eral public, and interfere with the proper 
functioning of the system of public con- 
trol which has been established all over 
the country for the protection of the pub- 
lic interest. Such an announcement would, 
as we understand the situation, be in en- 
tire accord with the spirit and intent of 
the resolution of Congress dated July 16, 
1918, and of the proclamation of the 
President issued thereunder. 

Under the existing system of public 
control, it is a very general provision of 
the statutes that all rates must be filed 
with the commissions and that no changes 
may be made without due notice to the 
public, subject to the power of suspension 
by the commissions pending investigation. 
If, after your study of the situation, you 
should be inclined to the view that the 
national interest in the present emergency 
demands some change in this established 
mode of regulation, the only other sug- 
gestion that we now have to offer is that 
you should consult with representatives 
of the state commissions before reaching 
any definite conclusion. In view of our 
knowledge of local conditions and of our 
past experience we feel that we may be 
in a position to help you to avoid possible 
errors into which you might otherwise 
unwittingly be led. 


Mr. Burleson evidenced that he took a 
deep interest in what the committee had 
to say, and expressed a willingness to co- 
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operate with the state commissions, but 

indicated, however, that he had not yet 
had time to form any definite policies. 

Technically Trained Persons 
Wanted for Patent Office. 


Announcement has been made by the 
Commissioner of Patents that there is a 
need for technically trained persons for 
the examining corps of the United States 
Patent Office. Men or women are de- 
sired who have a scientific education, 
particularly in higher mathematics, chem- 
istry, physics, and French or German, 
and who are not subject to the draft for 
military service. In addition, engineering 
or teaching experience is valued. The 
entrance salary is $1,500. 

Examinations for the position of as- 
sistant examiner are held frequently by 
the Civil Service Commission at many 
points in the United, States. One is an- 
rounced for August 21 and 22, 1918. De- 
tails of the examination, places of hold- 
ing same, etc., may be had upon applica- 
tion to the Civil Service Commission, 
Washington, D. C., or to the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, Washington, D. C. 

Should the necessity therefor arise 
temporary appointments of qualified per- 
sons may be made pending their taking 
the Civil Service examination. 





War Firarce Corporation Plans 
Abandoned. 

According to a late dispatch from 
New York the proposed plan for or- 
ganization of a $100,000,000 corporation 
for the purpose of financing public util- 
ity and other companies has been aban- 
doned by Wall street bankers, at least 
temporarily. 

The reason is that Attorney Gregory 
has handed down an opinion declaring 
that the 10 per cent limitation provided 
for in the War Finance’ corporation 
would apply to the projected concern. 
Under this ruling the maximum amount 
which the War Finance corporation 
could lend to the proposed $100,900,000 
company would be $50,000,000, an amount 
considered too small to make the project 
worth while. 

The committee of bankers, headed by 
James Noyes Wallace, president of the 
Central Union Trust Co., will now en- 
deavor to devise some other means in 
an effort to meet the urgent financial re- 
quirements of the public utility corpora- 
tions. One of the plans suggested is that 
instead of forming one corporation of 
$100,000,000 capitalization, there be or- 
ganized five concerns of $20,000,000 
capital each, in which case the maximum 
advances which could be available from 
the $500,000,000 War Finance corporation 
would be $50,000,000 each, or $250,000,- 
(00 in the aggregate. 

Should such a step be taken it is like- 
ly that the corporations would be dis- 
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tributed sectionally, each with an inde- 
pendent management. It is recognized 
that if the management were the same 
the establishment of five corporations in 
place of one would be a mere subterfuge 
and not acceptable to either the banks or 
to the government. However inasmuch 
as the government operations and control 
cf the railroads have disregarded the 
Sherman law and other federal rulings, 
it is expected some means will be devised 
to meet the situation. 

In commenting on the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s opinion a leading financial writer 
states that a compensating feature of the 
ruling is the possibility that the serious- 
ness of the situation created will be suf- 
ficient to cause state and municipal rate- 
making bodies to grant immediate rate 
increases to needy companies and _ per- 
haps to induce the president to exercise 
his power of regulation over utilities as 
« whole. 

The latest report of the national public 
utilities committee shows that its efforts 
to present the case of utilities to rate- 
making bodies with good results for the 
companies are bearing fruit.. The com- 
niittee reports that between January and 
July 20, 1918, more than 600 rate increases 
had been granted public utilities. 

As a suggestion to companies, the com- 
mittee points out that it regards it as 
particularly essential to present the case 
of the utilities from the national view- 
point, not from the point of view merely 
cf the local interests of the particular 
community. It has utilized in this con- 
nection the views of President Wilson, 
Secretary of the Treasury McAdoo and 
Controller of the Currency Williams. 
The point is made that the public service 
commissions, when called upon to con- 
sider these rate problems, are acting up- 
on a phase of a great national necessity 
and that favorable action may in many 
cases affect the country’s success in the 
war. , 

How the Telephone Aijids_ the 
Farmer in Securing Help. 
The Ball Knob (Ark.) Telephone Ex- 
change is helping Uncle Sam by printing 
an announcement in its telephone direc- 
tory to the effect that the company is in 
touch with the United States Employ- 
ment Service, and that any farmer can 
get needed labor by calling “Central” and 
making his wants known. It is a good 
idea that other companies furnishing 

rural service might adopt. 








Use of German in South Dakota. 

The South Dakota state council of de- 
fense has issued an order prohibiting 
the speaking of the German language 
over telephones in the state. The order 
also prohibits this language being spoken 
anywhere, in public or private, in a con- 
versation in which more than three per- 
sons are engaged. 

















Aerial Cable Construction Kinks 


New Methods. and Devices Developed in Construction of a Section of 
Aerial Cable Lead Between New York and Albany Which Facilitated Rapid 
Placing of Cable—Published Through Courtesy of The Telephone Review 


In an extension of the New York to 
Albany toll cable aerially from Beacon to 
Catskill last year, some new records for 
rapid progress were established by the 
Hudson division plant organization of the 
New York Telephone Co. In doing the 
work an ingenuity was displayed in over- 
coming obstacles which produced new de- 
vices and methods that probably will be- 
come standard for use in similar tele- 
phone construction work in the future. 

The New York-Albany 


tween the poles and was then pulled taut. 
‘Two added to the total to 
z!low for sag in each 100-foot section, six 
inches for the pulling hitch and the usual 
two feet for splicing. 


inches were 


Much of the material was taken direct- 
ly to the job from the nearest freight sta- 
tion but certain small material 
sembled in the storerooms. The instruc- 
tions were: “Do nothing on the job that 
can be done better in the storeroom, and 


Was aSs- 


easily tangled; 500,000 of them were used 
on the Beacon-Catskill section of the toll 
ceble, and the champion ringer of the 
Hudson plant department proved to be a 
man named Thompson, who put on 5,400 
it, one day, which is a record. 

To place this number of rings means 


putting one on every five seconds for 
eight hours, which allows mighty little 
time for “rolling smokes.” Strung 


through these rings or loops was a small 


thread which later 





aerial toll call is the long- 
est and one of the largest 
in the Bell system. When 
completed it will be the 
main artery for speech be- 
tween New York City and 
the capital of the state 
and eventually will be ex- 
tended to Chicago. It fol- 
lows the east side of the 
Hudson River to a point 
near Poughkeepsie, where 
it crosses under the river 
and then continues up the 
west side of the river to 
Catskill. 

From Beacon to Kings- 
ton the cable contains 212 
pairs of wire and from 
Kingston to Catskill 206 
pairs. It is 2% inches in 
diameter and weighs about 
nine pounds to the foot. 
Each reel, containing from 
600 to 700 feet of cable, 
weighed about 3% tons. 
Some of the cable was 
placed underground to 
protect it in some 
places from damage 
from blasting of quarries 
and in other places to 
avoid being so close to 
buildings as to be danger- 
ously exposed to the haz- 
ard of fire. 

Building this cable ex- 








wire, 


was permanently replaced 





—_—— 


by the cable. 
A Ford 


ahead and stopped at the 


car went on 


end of a section, where 
the men jacked up a rear 
to at- 


tached a reel. 


wheel, which was 
collapsible 
This reel consisted of sev- 
eral iron bars, projecting 
the of the 


wheel and forming a rude 


from spokes 
but effective drum. 
of the thread 
wire was attached to this 


One end 


drum and at the other end 
of the section of the line 
winch wire 


a heavy was 








to the thread 
The Ford was then 
started on “low,” and the 
wire of a two-ton 
truck stationed at the oth- 
er end of the reel section 


fastened 
wire. 


winch 


was pulled through the 
The 

to 
section, and re- 


rings in quick time. 
Ford 
the 
peated the operation. 

To the winch 
this truck was attached a 
heavy wire fastened to the 
cable by a basket hitch, a 


then moved on 


next 


wire on 


woven network of wire, 
which spreads over about 
three feet of the cable and 


distributes the strain of 








tension required the set- 
ing of 1,800 poles, the 
construction of five miles of subway, the 
placing and splicing of 55 miles of cable 
and 72 loading pots, and the use of a total 
of 125 carloads of material. 

In one case, eight heirs to a piece of 
property had to be found, and in secur- 
ing the right of way, persons in New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
and Arizona had to be reached. 

In taking the first measurements for 
the amount of cable to be used, a tape 
was allowed to rest on the ground be- 


Thompson, Champion Ringer, Placed 5,400 Rings a Day on 


do nothing on the poles that can be done 
better on the ground.” 

Pulling about three tons of cable into 
place in one operation is a sight well 
worth watching. The first step after the 
poles were up was to string a messenger 
support wire from pole to pole. This was 
a seven-strand wire with aerial cable rings 
which were spaced about 15 inches apart 
on the messenger. 

Putting these rings on the messenger 
wire was a real task, because they become 


13 


the Messenger. 


the pull. At the opposite 
end of the the 
was set up on jacks and a 
shaft. A man with a potato-bug sprayer 
filled with light oil stood beside the reel. 

A whistle was blown, and with gaso- 
lene for power and floor oil to grease 
the ways, the big cable slipped along 
through the loops at a steady clip until 
the end was pulled through at the point 
where the truck stationed at the 
pulling end of the section. 

The potato bug sprayer kept spraying 
all the time the cable was moving, for 


section 


cable reel 


was 
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without good lubrication the friction on 
the cable as it moved would have re- 
turded progress considerably. 

of cable was hauled 
through the rings, a two-ton truck pulled 
the wire and cable through from 


Once a _ section 
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operations for 
thing. 


fear of breaking some- 
Then came the idea of the potato- 
bug sprayer, which lubricated the cable 
evenly, preventing the jerking and over- 


turning, and speeding up the pulling. 
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returned, after the pull had been made, 
to get the “jacks” on which the cable 
reels were set up, and the other was used 
to pull out the leader wire and pull in 
the heavy line attached to a truck winch. 





the opposite direction, as soon as 
the Ford had gone ahead and pulled 
through the winch wire. After 
this was done, the big truck was 
shoved forward two sections to re- 
peat the pulling operation, the crew 
in charge of the cable reels work- 
ing in between the “thread-pulling” 
Ford and the truck operators. 

In this description of placing the 
cable, two points deserve particu- 
lar attention—the collapsible frame 
on the wheel of the Ford and the 
potato-bug sprayer. 

The frame, which can be opened 
and shut like an umbrella, was de- 
vised “on the job,” and has been 
patented. One of the men, talking 
about the job, said that its funniest 
feature was the rear wheel of the 
Ford reared up in the air like the 
leg a horse is about to use to kick 
with. The thing wound up the 
wire with a steady chug-chug tltat 
had all the air of a person insist- 
ing that he was for business, first, 




















last, and all the time. 
The potato-bug sprayer replaced 

a paint brush as a medium for lubricating 
the cable as it slipped throvgh the pulleys. 
Prior to its use the cable, weighing 900 
pounds to the section, in passing over the 
rings, started the entire line to “chatter- 
ing,” and the men frequently had to stop 


One fundamental of the gang organi- 
zation was to keep the men and equip- 
ment moving in one direction without re- 
tracing their steps and, with the excep- 
tion of the two Ford cars, this plan was 
carried out faithfully. One of the cars 


Potato-Bug Sprayer Lubricated the Cable Evenly. Preventing Jerking and Overturning. 


One of the most important parts of the 
work of aerial cable construction is to 
determine when the proper tension is in 
the messenger wire. If too tight, some- 
thing is likely to break. There also must 
be a reasonable factor of safety because 
there always is a possibility that the 








cable will carry a heavy load of ice, 











be subjected to a 60 or 70-mile an 
hour wind storm, or a combination 
of heavy sleet and high wind. If 
there is too much sag in the cable, 
it will sway and may cause crystal- 
lization of the cable sheath at the 
poles. 

A scheme was devised for testing 
the sag. employing for this purpose 
spring scales hung upon the mes- 
senger wire, and a sliding scale was 
attached to the spring scales. The 
device is shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration. 

The engineers of the New York 
Telephone Co. figured that when 
enough pressure was exerted upon 
the spring scales to register 160 
pounds, which would cause the slid- 
ing scale to read 95% inches, there 
would be a 21-inch sag to the mid- 
section of the cable when placed on 
poles 100 feet apart. The readings, 
of course, varied for the different 
span lengths, and a table showing 
the variations was secured for fu- 
ture use. 











Testing Tension of Messenger Wire—Spring Scale and Sliding Scale Used in Tests. 


Some of the construction men 
doubted that the strand was being 
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pulled tight enough, even after the spring 
scale tests had been made, so they bor- 
rowed 90 ten-pound window weights, 
which they hung on the messenger wire 
about a foot apart in one section as a 
practical demonstration of how the cable 
would look after it was in place. 

How efficiency was gained as the work 
progressed is illustrated by the gradual 
cutting down of the size of the gang 
working at each reel. Several men did 
this work when the job started, but the 
supervisors decided that this organization 
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could be bettered, and worked out a defi- 
nite plan that first cut the size of the 
reel gang to three, and then later to one 
man. 

When it came to removing the open 
wires replaced by the cable, which is the 
r:ost dangerous work done by a lineman, 


another scheme was devised that mate- 
rially facilitated the work. The gang 
went ahead and carefully dropped the 


wire from the poles without letting the 
strain come on the poles, and then a mo- 
tor-driven collapsible arrangement, some- 
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thing like the apparatus employed with 
the Ford and set up on a truck, wound 
up the wire. 

This winding device has two parts, on 
each of which 25 wires can be wound at 
once. The arrangement system 
of rope guying and also has a safety 
tactor which causes the belt to slip, in 
Only a 
few miles of wire can be wound by hand 
in a day’s work, but this machine can 


uses a 


case the wires happen to catch. 


vind 100 miles of wire a day. In 
day it wound twelve tons of wire. 


one 


Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 


and Actions of City 


Bureau of Standards Recommends 
Automatic for Washington. 

That the installation of automatic tele- 
phones beginning April 1, 1917, would 
have given the district more efficient 
service, caused less inconvenience to gov- 
ernment and public than existing condi- 
tions, effected a saving of $3,851,117 in 
capital and other expenditures over what 
the local telephone company proposed in 
extending the manual system now in use, 
and made certain a saving of $1,000,000 
a year in operating costs, were the final 
and definite conclusions of the United 
States Bureau of Standards submitted 
July 26 to the District of Columbia Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission by Dr. Frank A. 
Wolff, engineer expert for the bureau. 

He aiso recommended that the auto- 
matic system be installed “without delay.” 
Dr. Wolff stated that three confer- 
ences had been held at which he and six 
others were present, and that not one of 
them demurred from the conclusions he 
kad submitted. Those at the conference 
were: 

Dr. E. B. Rosa, head of the electrical 
division of the bureau; Dr. Delos F. 
Wilcox, of New York, one of the leading 
public utility experts of the United 
States; Dr. P. G. Agnew, G. S. Macom- 
ber, W. D. Brown, engineers, and J. P. 
Crawford, law clerk of the bureau. 


Physical Connection Ordered Be- 
tween Illinois Exchanges. 
Upon petition of residents of Shobonier, 
the Illinois Public Utilities Commission, 
on July 18, ordered physical connection 
established between the Shobonier ex- 
change of the Brown Telephone Co. and 
the Vernon exchange of the Vernon Tele- 

phone Co. 

It appears that the village of Vernon 
is situated 414 miles directly south of the 
village of Shobonier and the only tele- 
phone service between the villages is by 
means of a party line of the Vernon Tele- 


phone Co. This line is 12 miles in length 
and said to be very inadequate. 

The commission found that there is a 
need for more adequate connection be- 
tween these exchanges, that such connec- 
tion will not result in injury to the owners 
or users of the companies’ facilities, and 
that the public will be better served by 
such connection. 

It, therefore, ordered that the com- 
panies make such physical connection as 
is required to furnish adequate telephone 
service between these two exchanges, the 
cost of making the connection to be ap- 
portioned equally between the two com- 
panies. In the event that no agreement 
can be reached as to the manner of mak- 
ing the connection and the rates or 
charges that shall be established, a further 
hearing will be granted by the commis- 
sion and a supplemental order entered. 


Illinois Commission Rules Com: 
pany Must Share War Burden. 
The Local Telephone Co., of Clifton, 

Ill, was authorized by the Illinois Public 
Utilities Commission, on July 16, to in- 
crease its rates for telephone service in 
the cities and villages of Clifton, Che- 
hanse, Martinton, Donovon, Beaverville 
and Iroquois, and vicinities thereof, as 
follows: 


OLD AND NEW RATES. 
Individual line business tele- 


ee Se $18.00 $24.00 
Two-party line business tele- 

SSA see 21.00 
Individual line residence 

eee eee 12.00 21.00 
Two-party line residence 

OO Ee ae 12.00 18.00 
Rural party line, metallic... 12.00 21.00 
Rural party line, grounded. 12.00 18.00 
Switching service stations.. 3.65 6.00 
Extension telephones ...... 6.00 6.00 
Extension bells ............ 3.00 3.00 
Desk telephones, additional. 3.00 1.80 


The rates for business and residence 
service are subject to a discount of 25 
cents if payment is made by the 15th of 
the current month. The rural rates are 


Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


payable quarterly in advance. If payment 
is made by the 15th of the second month 
of the current quarter, a discount of 25 
cents per month is allowed. The switch- 
ing rates are payable semi-annually and if 
payment is made by the 15th of the first 
month of the half year, net rates consti- 
tuting an annual discount of $1 are appli- 
cable. 

A fair value of $65,000 was fixed upon 
the property by the commission and 6.4 
per cent was allowed for depreciation. It 
was estimated that the rates asked for by 
the petitioner would yield a return of 7 
per cent upon the investment. The com- 
mission modified the schedule and 
vided for a rate of $24 per year for busi- 
ness telephones instead of $27 as provided 
in the proposed rates of the petitioner. 
The schedule, as modified, it was 
inated, would yield a return of 6.5 per cent 
upon the investment. Relative to the ques- 
tion of return upon investment, the com- 
mission stated : 

“All concerned, of course, recognize that 
the present business situation brought on 
by the war has produced abnormal condi- 
tions which make it necessary for this util- 
ity, as well as others, to call on the com- 
mission for increases in rates in order to 
meet these abnormal conditions. To meet 
this situation, therefore, is not a question 
of fixing what would be a fair rate of re- 
turn upon normal conditions, but to give 
the utility a rate of return to meet the 
increased costs of and material 
pending a return to normal conditions. 

It is not expected that the people who 
are users of the service rendered by the 
public utility shall bear all of the cost. 
The time will undoubtedly come, at the 
close of the war, when the business situa- 


pro- 


esti- 


labor 


tion will gradually reach a normal level, 
thus permitting a return on the invest- 
ment that will be more nearly commen- 
curate. 

In view of all these circumstances the 
commission believes a return of 6.5 per 
cent on a fair rate making base in the 
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present case is fair and reasonable under 
present conditions, and finds that the 
modified schedule of rates is justified.” 


Rate Increase Denied—Service 
Ordered Improved. 

The [Illinois Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, on July 16, denied the application 
of the Belvidere Telephone Co., of Bel- 
videre, to increase its rate for single 
line residence telephones from $21 to 
$24 per year and its two-party line resi- 
dence rate from $15 to $18 per year. 
Upon careful consideration of the case, 
the commission found that the present 
rates yield a return of 6.7 per cent, 
which it believes is ample considering 
the character of service furnished. 

On July 5, 1917, complaint was filed 
by the city of Belvidere in regard to the 
service furnished by the Belvidere Tele- 
phone Co., and on August 4 the com- 
pany filed a petition for an increase in 


its rates. The two issues were therefore ° 


consolidated and heard jointly. 

After considering the evidence, the 
commission was of the opinion that not 
all of its rules relative to standards of 
service were being complied With, and 
that the service now being rendered is 
not what the commission would call rea- 
sonably good. In dismissing the com- 
pany’s application for an increase in 
rates, it ordered the company to proceed 
at once to comply with General Order 
No. 23 of the commission regarding 
standards for telephone service. 


Pike County Company of Illinois 
Granted Rate Increase. 

The Pike County Telephone Co., of 
Pittsfield, Ill., was authorized by the IIli- 
nois Public Utilities Commission, on July 
16, to increase its rates as follows: 


Old. New. 
Rural party line tele- 
a ear $12.00 $18.00* 
Rural party line telephone 
with extra mileage..... 18.00 


Connection on a rural line 

of a subscriber of some 

other exchange owned 

by the company........ 6.00 9.00** 
Connection on second 

rural line, same _ ex- 


SNE G ae chars hicoes 3.00 4.00 
Switch on second line, 

same exchange ........ 1.80 
Rent for telephone to be 

used on other line...... 3.00 3.00 
Extension telephone ..... 6.00 6.00 
Extension bells ......... 1.00 3.00 
Pole contact rental for 

each wire per contact...  .08 08 


Rental allowed for tele- 

phone owned and main- 

tained by subscribers... 3.00 3.00 
Mileage on individual 

grounded lines outside 

CT MEN is inacackeces oo 7.20 

*Rate subject to discount of 50 cents 
per quarter if paid at the company’s office 
on or before the 15th day of the second 
month of the current quarter. 

**Rate subject to discount of 25 cents 
per quarter if paid at the company’s office 
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on or before the 15th day of the second 
month of the current quarter. 


The commission states, in its opinion, 
that an analysis of the company’s com- 
parative statement of income and expense 
shows that the operating expenses of the 
company are low, when the nature of the 
service rendered is considered, and indi- 
cates that the property has been efficiently 
and economically managed. 

Allowing an amount for depreciation 
equal to 6.5 per cent of the depreciable 
property, the commission found that the 
proposed rates would yield a return of 3.4 
per cent upon a fair value of $25,000. The 
commission was, therefore, of the opinion 
that the rates asked for were not unrea- 
sonable and ordered them to become ef- 
fective as of August 1. 





Ohic River Company, of Indiana, 
to Increase Rates. 

In granting an increase in rates to the 
Ohio River Telephone Co., which op- 
erates lines in the territory along the 
Ohio river in Ohio, Switzerland, Jeffer- 
son and Dearborn counties, the Indiana 
Public Service Commission also explained 
its policy relative to its attitude toward 
depreciation funds, as it did in ‘the case 
of the Martinsville Telephone Co. 

The company, which has exchanges at 
Rising Sun and Vevay and in the towns 
of Florence and Patriot, asked that the 
residence rates be increased from $1 to 
$1.25. The existing schedule provides a 
uniform rate of $1 for all telephones, ex- 
cept individual line business telephones, 
which are $1.75, and except the combina- 
tion rate of $2.50 for the holders of both 
kinds of telephones. 

The commission, in its order, specified 
that no combination rates be imposed or 
collected which shall be greater or less 
than the sum of such rates as fixed by 
the commission, and ordered the com- 
pany, in the future, to keep a separate 
record of its exchanges and to set aside 
5 per cent of the value for depreciation. 

The schedule of rates approved by the 
commission are: 

Individual business, $1.75 per month. 

Two-party business, $1.25 per month. 

Two-party residence and business, $1.25 
per month. 

Individual residence, $1.25 per month. 

Two-party residence, $1 per month. 


Rates Increased and Free Service 
Ordered Eliminated. 

The Missouri Public Service Commis- 
sion, on July 26, vacated the order sus- 
pending the new rate schedule filed Janu- 
ary 29, 1918, by the Butler-Rich Hill Tele- 
phone Co. covering rates for exchange 
and rural telephone service at Butler. 

The schedule provides for an increase 
of 75 cents per month over the present 
rate of $1.75 for individual line business 
service, the elimination of the present 
combination rate for business and resi- 
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dence service and also the elimination of 
free service over certain Bates county ex- 
changes. Relative to the question of free 
service, the commission states: 

“The telephone company cannot con- 
tinue to give free service outside the lines 
it now owns and the lines it switches and 
give proper service to its own subscribers. 
This free service is largely responsible for 
the impaired service now furnished to 
subscribers at Butler, and the congestion 
of the various connecting leads by such 
tree service makes long distance service 
unsatisfactory. 

The new schedule properly eliminates 
this class of service and the company 
should not be required to furnish it. It 
is evident the company cannot furnish it 
and give proper city service at the rates 
the company is permitted to charge sub- 
ecribers. 

The commission will not attempt to fix 
toll rates to be applied between exchanges 
v. here free service now exists. That part 
of the proposed schedule which attempts 
to fix the toll rates at 15 cents cannot be 
permitted to become effective. The ques- 
tion of such toll rates should be taken up 
by the management of the telephone com- 
pany with the various exchanges interest- 
ed, and they should prepare and file with 
the commission for its further considera- 
tion and approval rate schedules covering 
such service.” 





Illinois Company Given Authority 
to Increase Rates. 

The Illinois Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, on July 18, approved the following 
schedule of increased rates filed by the 
Feoples Telephone Co., of Chillicothe: 


City. 
Individual line, business telephones. $30.00 
Two-party line, business telephones. 24.00 
Individual line, residence telephones. 21.00 
Two-party line, residence telephones. 18.00 


Four-party line, res. telephones.... 15.00 
Business extension telephones...... 9.00 
Residence extension telephones.... 6.00 
Extension bells, business or res.... 3.00 


Extra listing of name in directory. 3.00 
Four-party line, selectivé suburban 
service to Rome and vicinity.... 21.00 
Flat rate charge for service with 
Sparland in addition to regular 
ee Or ree re 3.0 
Extra mileage, line extending be- 
yond the established exchange 
area: 
Individual line, per quarter mile or 
rrr ore 4.00 
Two-party line, per quarter mile or 
fraction thereof, for each sub- 
eS ere rec 2.25 
RURAL. 
Party line rural telephones, ground- 
ed line (wall type instruments 
EE  Niiauuestbeteare ess hdeaiess 18.00 
Party line rural telephone, metallic 
line (wall type instruments only). 21.0 
Flat rate charge for service with 
Sparland in addition to regular 
WY cdnuhis ehh io avec wees saeke en 3.06 
A discount of 25 cents per month ap 
plies to the rates for rural party line 


telephones (grounded line or metallic 
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line), if payment is made quarterly on 
or before the 15th of the second month 
cf the current quarter. 

The commission found that the fair 
value of the property of the company 
for rate-making purposes is $55,000. No 
amount was set aside by the petitioner 
for depreciation of plant and equipment 
during the year 1915. A sum amount- 
ing to $1,457 was set aside for depre- 
ciation during the year 1916 and $1,326 
was set aside to provide for deprecta- 
tion in the year 1917. 

After carefully considering the record 
in the case, the commission was of the 
opinion that a sum equal to 5.75 per cent 
of the cost new of the property should 
be set aside annually to provide for de- 
preciation. 

The statement of operating expenses 
for 1915, 1916 and 1917, the commis- 
sion states, in its opinion, shows that the 
plant has been efficiently and economi- 
cally operated and that the return upon, 
the investment has not been excessive. 

A statement for June, 1918, of the sal- 
aries paid permanent employes indicated 
an increase of $807 in the item of sala- 
ries and wages for the current year. It 
was estimated that after providing for 
this increase in salaries and the depre- 
ciation reserve the proposed rates would 
yield a return of 6.77 upon the fair value 
of the property, which. the commission 
believed was just and reasonable. 


Protection to Telephone Com- 
panies in Power Line Permit. 
In granting the application of the Adair 

County Light, Power & Ice Co. to con- 
struct a power transmission line in Adair 
county, the Missouri Public Service Com- 
mission ordered that where the trans- 
mission line parallels the line or lines of 
wny telephone or telegraph company, or 
crosses such lines at such an angle as to 
cause induction or other electrical inter- 
terence, thereby necessitating changes to 
he made in such line, the expense incurred 
in making such changes shall be borne by 
the power company. 


Minimum Wages for Women 


Apprentices in Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Wage Commission has 
issued orders, effective July 26, fixing the 
minimum wages for women apprentices 
or learners and for minor (men) appren- 
tices or learners employed by the tele- 
phone companies, and all other employ- 
ers, whether an individual, a partner- 
ship or a corporation, anywhere in the 
state. 

Order No. 7 says that no woman or 
minor apprentice or learner, under 18 
years of age, shall be employed in any 
occupation, in any city of the first, sec- 
end, third and fourth class, at a weekly 
wage rate of less than $6 during the first 
iour months following his or her en- 
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trance into employment; $7 during the 
second four months; $8 during the third 
four months; and thereafter shall be 
ceemed a worker of ordinary ability (ex- 
perienced ). 

Nor shall any woman or minor appren- 
tice or learner, 18 years of age or over, 
receive a weekly wage rate of less than 
$6 during the first three months; $7.50 
during the second three months; and 
thereafter be deemed a worker of ordi- 
nary ability. 

Order No. 8 refers to anywhere in the 
state, outside of cities of the first, sec- 
end, third and fourth 
cludes all villages, 
corporated. It 
minor apprentice or 


and in- 
not in- 


classes, 
whether or 
says that no woman or 
learner, under 18 
years of age, in any occupation shall re- 
ceive a weekly wage rate of less than $6 
during the first four months following his 
or her entrance into employment; $7 dur- 


ing the second four months; and there- 
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individual line business telephones, $2.50 
for two-party business, $1.75 for individ- 
ual line residence and $1.50 for two- 
party residence service. 

The application was originally made by 
the Northwestern Telephone Exchange 
Co. but the Tri-State company was sub- 
stituted for the petitioner when it be-’ 
came owner of the Tracy exchange by 
purchase. The exchange 


by the Northwestern 


acquired 
company in 1906 
Since that time numerous extensions have 
beer: made 1916 the entire city 
plant converted 
common battery. 


was 


and in 


was from magneto to 


Swift County Company, Benson, 
Minn. Given Rate Increase. 
The Swift County Telephone Co. was 
authorized by the Minnesota Railroad & 
Commission, on 
the 


Warehouse August 2, 


to substitute following schedule of 
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after shall be deemed a worker of ordi- 
nary ability. 

Nor shall any woman, minor apprentice 
or learner, 18 years of age or over, re- 
ceive a weekly wage rate of less than $6 
during the first three months; $7 during 
the second three months; and thereafter 
be deemed a worker of ordinary ability. 





Tri-State Company to Increase 
Rates at Tracy, Minn. 


The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. was given authority by the Minnesota 
Railroad & Warehouse Commission, on 
August 3, to increase its gross rates for 
service at Tracy from $2.50 per month 
tor business telephones and $1.50 for resi- 
dence telephones to $2.75 per month for 


rates for its present rates of $2 per 
month for business telephones and $1 for 
residence and rural telephones at Benson 
and vicinity: 

Individual 


line business, 


$2.75 per 
month gross. 
Two-party line business, $2.25 per 
month gross. 
Individual line residence, $1.75 per 
month gross. 
Four-party line residence, $1.50 per 


inonth, gross. 
Rural multi-party, $1.50 per month. 
Business extension, 50 cents per month. 
Residence extension, 50 cents per month. 
Extension bells, $2.00 per year net. 
The company recently converted its 
plant from a magneto to a central energy 
system at a cost of $11,000. 
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Rate Increase Granted to Deer 
Creek (Minn.) Company. 

The Deer Creek ‘Telephone Co. was 
given permission by the Minnesota Rail- 
road & Warehouse Commission, on Aug- 
ust 3, to substitute the following schedule 
of rates at Deer Creek and vicinity for 
its present rate of $1 for all classes of 
service : ; 

Individual line business, $2 per month. 

Individual line residence, $1.75 per 
month. 

Party line residence, $1.50 per month. 

Multi-party rural, $1.50 per month. 

Extension telephones, 75 cents per 
month. 

The exchange rates are subject to a 
25-cent discount for payment by the 15th 
of the current month. The rural rates 
are payable quarterly with a discount of 
75 cents if paid in advance by the 15th 
of the first month of the quarter, 50 cents 
if paid by the 15th of the second month 
and 25 cents if paid by the 15th of the 
third month. 

Up to December 31, 1917, no dividend 
had been paid and no provision had been 
made for depreciation. Any surplus 
which may have been accumulated had 
been used in making extensions to the 
plant. The commission found that the 
exchange had been very economically 
operated and to such an extent as to be 
a possible detriment to the service. 

Objections were made to the proposed 
increase in rates on the ground that the 
service was very poor. The commission 
in granting the increase directed that such 
steps be taken as may be necessary to 
furnish all subscribers with good and 
adequate telephone service. 

The company asked permission to 
charge an installation fee of $5 to be ap- 
plied upon the charge for service after 
six months and also to establish a charge 
of $1 for changing the location of an in- 
strument. No necessity being shown for 
these charges, the commission dismissed 
this part of the application. 


Affirms Order Denying Certificate 
of Convenience. 

The Superior Court of Pennsylvania 
has affirmed the order of the Pennsyl- 
vania Public Service Commission denying 
a certificate of convenience and necessity 
permitting the Perry County Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., of Green Park, Pa., to 
extend its lines into territory already 
served by another company. The court 
held the question was one entirely within 
the commission’s jurisdiction. 


Statute Does Not Hold Where 
Confiscation Results. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion, in a case just decided, holds that 
the statute governing the division of toll 
charges in cases where it results in a 
confiscation of the property of a pro- 
testing company cannot be held to gov- 
ern; that the constitutional guaranty 
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against taking property without due proc- 
ess of law supersedes the statute in such 
cases, and it then devolves upon the com- 
mission, under its general regulatory 
powers, to determine the division. 

The case has been pending before the 
commission for some time. The Tri- 
County Telephone Co. owns and operates 
telephone exchange in Stapleton, with 
long distance lines extending to Gandy, 
Arnold, Tryon and North Platte. It has 
approximately 79 individual subscribers 
to its local service and performs switch- 
ing service for a large number of far- 
mers. 

The Gandy Switchboard Co., the other 
party to the controversy, owns and op- 
erates a switchboard only at Gandy, 
three and a half miles from Stapleton. 
It owns no lines and simply performs 
switching service for groups of farm 
lines. 

The Gandy company had refused to 
permit the Tri-County company to con- 
nect its toll line with its switchboard, 
and when required to answer why, re- 
sponded that the Tri-County refused to 
pay more than the statutory commission 
ef 10 per cent on incoming and 15 per 
cent on outgoing toll messages. 

As the toll rate between Stapleton and 
Gandy is but 10 cents, the latter company 
said that its pay would be less than the 
bookkeeping costs, and that to require it 
to perform this service for the statutory 
commission would, in effect, confiscate 
its property. The Tri-County insisted 
on an order in conformity with the 
statute, while the other prayed for a just 
and compensatory division. 


In passing upon the matter, after 
throwing up a computation of revenues 
and costs, the commission says that it is 
apparent from the situation at Gandy that 
as that company does not originate or ter- 
minate any of the toll messages in ques- 
tion because it has no lines or individual 
instruments but is merely a switching 


company, the messages really originate’ 


or terminate on the lines owned by the 
switching subscribers. And if the statute 
were strictly applied, the Gandy com- 
pany would get nothing for its labor. 
The commission holds, however, that 
hair-splitting computations of this char- 
acter are manifestly not within the in- 
tent of the statute nor do they represent 
what the law-makers had in mind. The 
division to tolls, therefore, will be made 
on the basis of the switchboards 
volved and the Connecting tofl lines. 


in- 


When confiscation results from a strict 
application of the percentages fixed by 
the statute, the latter will not hold, and 
the commission must recognize the con- 
stitutional guaranty of preservation of 
property against destruction by inequi- 
table divisions or rates. 

The Gandy company had asked for 25 
per cent, the sum given by the Tri-Coun- 
ty to the Arnold exchange, but the com- 
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mission says that an equitable division 
would be to allocate to the Tri-County 
so much of the charge as is necessary to 
maintain the toll line and pay a fair re- 
turn upon its cost and divide the re- 
mainder equally between the two com- 
panies. The loss, if any, occurs in op- 
erating the service, and the parties con- 
tribute equally to this work, 

The commission finds that $25 a year 
will cover the maintenance, return and 
depreciation of the toll line, and deduct- 
ing this from the yearly revenue of $226, 
leaves approximately $200 for division 
between the parties. For all purposes, 
this is 55 per cent of the revenue to the 
Tri-County company and 45 to the Gandy 
company which division the commission 
finds to be reasonable and proper in the 
premises. 

The toll charge is fixed at 15 cents, if 
not paid within the month in which it is 
incurred. It holds the present charges 
do not cover the cost of furnishing the 
service and the loss should not be aug- 
mented by carelessness in paying. An 
order accordingly was issued. 


Northwestern Granted Increase in 
Rates at Glenwood, Minn. 


The Northwestern Telephone Exchange 
Co. was given permission by the Minne- 


. sota Railroad & Warehouse Commission, 


on August 2, to.increase its rates for in- 
dividual business, individual residence, 
and two-party residence service, 25 cents 
per month at Glenwood, Minn. The 
company was also given permission to 
establish a classification for two-party 
business service at $2.50 per month gross 
and four-party residence service at $1.25 
per month gross. 


Increased Rates When New 
Switchboard Is Installed. 
According to an order just issued by 
the Nebraska State Railway Commission, 
the Beaver City Telephone Co. will be 
permitted to increase its rates just as 
soon as it presents proof to that body 
that it has installed a new switchboard. 
The old rates charged by the Beaver 
City company were: Individual business, 
wall instrument, $1.50 a month; indivi-’ 
dual business, desk, $2; individual resi- 
dence, $1 and farm residence, $1. The 
company asked for a gross increase of 
4¢ cents a month or all classes of serv- 
ice, with a 15-cent discount for prompt 

payment. 

The plant is metallic in town, with 
grounded farm lines. About three years 
ago the wires within the town limits 
were put underground in lead cable with- 
out conduit. The commission found that, 
with the exception of the switchboard, the 
system is in good, serviceable condition. 

Subject to the condition that a new 
switchboard shall be bought and contin- 
uous 24-hour service, including Sun- 


day, be given, the company is given the 
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right to charge $1.90 a month for in- 
dividual business wall telephones; $2.40 
for individual business desk telephones; 
$1.40 fpr individual residences, and $1.40 
for farm residences, subject to a 15-cent 
discount if paid before the 10th of the 
month in which rental is due. The com- 
mission orders an annual depreciation set 
up of 9 per cent on $35,386, and holds that 
all dividends in excess of 7 per cent on 
$25,000 shall be held in trust. 


Summary of State Commission 
Hearings and Rulings. 
ILLINOIS. 


July 16: Proposed rate increase by 
Pike County Telephone Co., of Pittsfield, 
approved by commission. No. 7719. 

July 16: The commission authorized 
the Galesburg Union Telephone Co. to 
sell and convey to Weinberg Brothers 
certain of its real estate located in the 
city of Galesburg for $15,000. No. 8195. 

July 16: The commission granted the 
application of the Local Telephone Co., 
of Clifton, Ill., to increase its rates for 
telephone service in the cities and villages 
of Clifton, Chebanse, Ashkum, Donovan, 
Beaverville, Martinton and Iroquois, and 
vicinities thereof. No. 6656. 

July 16: Order issued by the commis- 
sion July 2, granting rate increases to the 
Ashland Telephone Co., of Ashland, 
modified to authorize the company to in- 
crease its rate for switching rural sta- 
tions from 35 to 45 cents a month, with a 
discount of 10 cents if payment is by the 
15th of the first month of the current 
quarter. No. 7876. 

July 16: The commission dismissed 
the complaint of the Boone County Co- 
operative Telephone Co. vs. the Belvi- 
dere Telephone Co., in which the com- 
plainant asks that the defendant be or- 
dered to reconstruct its portion of a 
jointly owned toll line between Caledonia 
and Belvidere which was destroyed by a 
sleet storm. As the commission is of the 
opinion that adequate toll service can be 
furnished between Caledonia and Belvi- 
dere over the present toll lines of the 
Central Union Telephone Co., without 
the reconstruction of the line in question, 
it ordered the complaint dismissed. No. 
7655. 

July 16: The commission dismissed 
the petition of the Belvidere Telephone 
Co. for an increase in rates, holding that 
the present rates, which yield a return of 
6.7 per cent, are ample, considering the 
character of service furnished. In regard 
to the complaint of the city of Belvidere 
relative to the service furnished by the 
Belvidere Telephone Co., the commission 
ordered the company to proceed at once 
to comply with the commission’s order 
regarding standards for telephone serv- 
ice. Nos. 6998 and 7111. 


INDIANA. 


July 30: The Indiana commission re- 
ceived petitions for authority to increase 
rates and to issue securities from ap- 
proximately 19 companies. Among the 
Independent companies which petitioned 
and their requests were the following: 

The Farmers Mutual Telephone Co., of 
Columbia City, for authority to issue $25,- 
000 in capital stock. 

The Home Telephone Co., Portland, to 
increase its rates. 

The Franklin Telephone Co., of Frank- 
lin, for authority to increase its rates. 

The Lagro-Andrews Telephone Co., to 
increase its rates at Lagro and Andrews. 
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The Knightstown Telephone Co., to 
increase rates at Knightstown and Ken- 
nard. 

The Pike County Telephone Co., to 
increase its rates at Petersburg and other 
Pike county towns. 

The Mitchell Telephone Co., to increase 
rates in Lawrence and Martin counties. 

The Citizens Telephone Co., of Colum- 
bus, to increase rates at Columbus, Clif- 
ford and Elizabethtown. 

The Hope Independent Telephone Co., 
to increase rates at Hope and Hartsville. 

The Whiteland Telephone Co., to in- 
crease rates at Whiteland and Needham. 

The Citizens Telephone Co., of Koko- 
mo, Ind., asked to establish a rate of $2 
for residence telephones, $2.50 for busi- 
ness and $1.50 for rural telephones. 

The Central Union Telephone Co. filed 
petitions asking for increases at South 
Bend, Mishawaka, Elwood, Auburn, 
Kendallville, Bedford, Vincennes, New- 


castle, Muncie, Frankfort and Crawfords- 


ville. 
MINNESOTA. 


August 2: Northwestern Telephone 
Exchange Co. granted rate increase at 
Wadena and Glenwood. 

August 2: Swift County Telephone Co. 
given permission to increase its rates at 
Benson. 

August 3: Tri-State Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. authorized to increase its rates 
at Tracy. 

August 3: Peoples Telephone Co. au- 
thorized to increase its rates at Chatfield, 
Racine, St. Charles, Spring Valley and 
Stewartville. 

August 3: Rate increases granted to 
the Deer Creek Telephone Co., of Deer 
Creek. Application to charge installation 
fee of $5 and to charge $1 for moving a 
telephone instrument, denied. 

August 5: The commission authorized 
the New Richland Telephone Co. to in- 


crease its rates at New Richland and 
Waldorf. 
August 6: Hearing in Wabasha on the 


application of the Greenfield Farmers 
Telephone Co. for permission to increase 
its local and rural rates at Kellogg and 
Wabasha. 

August 8: Hearing in Lake Park on 
the application of the Lake Park Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to increase its 
local telephone rates in that city. 

August 9: Hearing in the village of 
Hawley on the application of the North- 
western Telephone Exchange Co. for 
permission to increase its local exchange 
rates at Hawley. 

August 15: Hearing in Wheaton on 
the application of the Wheaton Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates 
at Wheaton. 

September 3: Hearing at St. Paul on 
the valuation and appraisal of the prop- 
erty of the Watertown Telephone Co., in 
the application of the company for an 
increase in rates at its Delano exchange 
continued from July 16. 


MIssourI. 


July 26: The commission vacated the 
order suspending the new rate schedule 
filed in January by the Butler-Rich Hill 
Telephone Co. covering rates for ex- 
change and rural service at Butler. Indi- 
vidual line business rate increased from 
$1.75 to $2.50 per month, combination 
rate for business and residence service 
eliminated, and free service over certain 
Bates county exchanges also eliminated. 
No. 1498. 

August 15: Hearing at Jefferson City 
on the petition of the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. to put in force new block 
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system for computing toll rates through- 
out Missouri. 
NEBRASKA. 

August 2: Agreement between Farm- 
ers Telephone Co., of Bennington, Pappio 
Telephone Co. and Nebraska Telephone 
Co. with Nebraska Power Co. for use of 
highways for high tension wire from Ir- 
vington to Elkhorn with branches to 
Bennington and Lane, approved. 

August 2: Application of Valparaiso 
Telephone Co. for an increase of 25 cents 
per month upon rural rates, filed. 

August 2: Complaint of F. C. Wallen- 
stein against Johnstown Telephone Co. 
that he has been refused service at Ains- 
worth, filed and inquiry ordered. 

August 2: Complaint of Emil Scheier 
against Verdigre Telephone Co. that 
connection has been severed when dues 
were paid in advance, filed and company 
asked for explanation. 

August 3: Complaint of K. L. Pierce, 
of Hemingford, against Wyoming & 
Nebraska Telephone Co. alleging that 
poor toll service is given with Chadron, 
filed. 

August 3: In re the complaint of L. 
H. Blackledge vs. Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. and Farmers’ Independent 
Telephone Co., of Red Cloud, ordered 
that Lincoln company file briefs in con- 
solidation matter on or before August 
10, and that Farmers’ Independent com- 


pany file reply briefs on or _ before 
September 2. 
August 3: Complaint of Dr. F. S. 


Rathburn against Hayes Center Central 
Telephone Co., of irregularity of night 
service, filed and inquiry ordered. 
August 3: In the matter of the appli- 
cation of the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. for permission to reduce from 
15 cents to 10 cents the toll charges be- 
tween Beaver Crossing and the following 
points: Cordova, Milford, Utica, Ta- 
mora and Seward, and between Milford 
and Pleasant Dale and Seward, between 
Tamora and Utica and between Seward 
and Germantown, Bee, Tamora, Utica and 
Pleasant Dale, the commission finds that 
the rates are reasonable and they are 
hereby ordered established. The lower- 
ing of the toll rates, which places all 
towns in Seward county on a 1\-cent toll 
basis, is expected to make it possible for 
the company to get rid of a dozen free 
county service telephones still attached 
to its Seward exchange and formerly 
given by a company that has vanished 
save for these dozen, who are served from 
a small section on the Seward switch- 


board. 
New Mexico. 

July 22: Mountain States Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. granted rate increase at 
Albuquerque and Roswell of 50 cents per 
month for business telephones and 25 
cents per month for residence telephones. 
The new rates are $4.50 for single line 
and $3.50 for two-party business tele- 
phones; $2.75 for single line residence, 
$2.25 for two-party residence, and $1.75 
for four-party residence telephones. 

OHIO. 

July 25: Application filed by the 
Mansfield Telephone Co., of Mansfield, 
for authority to purchase the property 
of the Bell company in that city. The 
purchase price has not been agreed upon. 

July 27: The commission authorized 
the Ohio State Telephone Co. to pur- 
chase the Citizens Telephone Co., of 
Berea; the Portage County Telephone 
Co., of Ravenna, and the Nelsonville & 
Murray Home Telephone Co., of Nelson- 
ville. The company will pay approxi- 


mately $180,000 for the three properties. 
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Automatic 
Electric Co. 


Chicago 


Manufacturers of 
Automatic Telephone 
Equipment to meet 
the most exacting re- 
quirements of local, 
rural and long distance . 
service. 
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A service which for 
speed, accuracy, conve- 
nience and uniformity is 
unequalled— 


An economy which 
not only reduces expense 
but conserves labor, which 
benefits the operating or- 
ganization and also the 
patrons by eliminating 
time-wasting delays— 


A flexibility which en- 
ables it to serve 100,000 
telephones or ten, in a 
single office or many, and 
which meets the rush of 
the busy hour or the emer- 
gency call of early morn- 
ing with equal ease— 


A completeness which 
covers the entire demand 
made upon telephone ser-. 
vice for city, rural, long 
distance and private ex- 
change use. 


A refinement of de- 
sign and material which 
insures permanent adjust- 
ments, positive action and 
long-lasting durability. 


These are some of the 
features which are embod- 
ied in Automatic Telephony 
as a result of its 27 years 
of unceasing development. 
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“Telephony’s Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
lis Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay G. Mitchell 








Quiz Questions on the Preceding 
Installment. 


1033. Give one reason for maintaining 
separation of the signaling and talking 


circuits in extra efficient cord circuit 
equipment. 
1034. Explain briefly the purpose of 


the two windings on relay 1, Fig. 279. 
Why is the winding on relay 1 that is 
continuously in the sleeve circuit made 
higher in resistance than the winding in- 
serted into the sleeve circuit when the 
relay is operated? Give the reasons why 
it is necessary that relay 1 be energet- 
ically held in the operated position after 
being energized in the normal progress of 
handling the call. 

1035. Explain the underlying princi- 
ples involved in the operation of “opera- 
tor-bar” sleeve relay 1, when its asso- 
ciated cord -plug has been inserted into 
the multiple jack of an engaged line cir- 
cuit. What properties of the line circuit 
equipment affect the allowable resistances 
for the two windings of sleeve cord 
equipment relays operating like relay 1? 
Explain why the operation of the “oper- 
ator-bar” sleeve relay 1 of the cord in 
use will reduce the potential of all asso- 
ciated multiple line jacks on the engaged 
line circuit to a point low enough to pre- 
vent the operation of other similar relays 
belonging to intruding cord circuits. 


1036. Why is the answering supervis- 
ory lamp, Fig. 279, not displayed when 
the answering plug is first inserted in the 
line jack of the calling line? What is 
the operating function of relay 6, Fig. 
279, and over which circuit is it ener- 
gized? Could the answering operator an- 
swer the call provided relay 6 is not 
operated ? 

1037. Explain how the calls are me- 
tered in the system shown in the cord 
circuit of Fig. 279. What does this mean 
as to the state of the call when it is 
counted? Would “don’t answer” calls be 
counted by the arrangement shown? 
What is your opinion as to the advisabil- 
ity of counting otherwise completed calls 
in which the called subscriber does not 
answer? 


CHAPTER XXX. Extra Efficient 
Manual Equipment (Continued). 


1038. Program of the call after an- 
swering.—With the operation of listening 


relay 6, assuming that the answering 
plug has been inserted into the jack of 
the calling line, the operator’s telephone 
set is connected across the two talking 
strands of the cord, and therefore, the 
two sides of the calling telephone cir- 
cuit. At the same time circuit conditions 
have been built up to insure the opera- 
tion, later, of the call meter. After re- 
ceiving the calling subscriber’s order the 
operator tests the multiple jack of the 
called line in the usual way and, if the 
line be available, she inserts the calling 
plug in readiness for ringing. 

1039. The calling sleeve relay—When 
the calling plug is inserted into the called- 
for line jack, a path is completed for a 
flow of current through the winding of 
calling sleeve relay 9 traceable as fol- 
lows: Starting at the positive or ground- 
ed terminal of the battery, the current 


shown at the top in the figure, the test 
winding of the operator’s induction coil 
is disconnected from the tip strand of 
the cord and the circuit from the tip of 
the calling plug is completed through the 
condenser leading to the tip of the an- 
swering plug. At the same time the tip 
strand of the calling cord is connected, 
through the same lever spring, to the 
positive or grounded terminal of the 
common battery, through one of the nor- 
mally closed make and break contacts of 
relay 5 and one of the two balanced wind- 
ings of the calling current-supply relay, 4. 

Through the operation of the lever 
spring shown second from the top in the 
figure, the operation of relay 9 also com- 
pletes a path for the possible operation, 
later, of recall relay 3. This path may, 
be traced as follows: Starting at the 
positive or grounded terminal of the bat- 
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Fig. 279. 


flows through the winding of the called 
line cut-off relay (not shown), the sleeve 
of the called line jack, the sleeve contact 
of the calling plug, the winding of sleeve 
relay 9 and the common battery. 

As a result relay 9 is at once energized 
and creates the following circuit condi- 
tions. By the operation of the armature 
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Cord Circuit with 


Complete Automatic Features. 


tery, it passes through the lower normal- 
ly open contact of sleeve relay 1 (now 
closed), the right hand normally closed 
make and break contact of double wound 
answering current-supply relay 2 (now 
open), the normally open contact of 
sleeve relay 9 (now closed), the winding 
of relay 3 and the common battery. 
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It is obvious that current will pass 
over the path just traced whenever an- 
swering supervisory current-supply relay 
2 is released, provided that sleeve relays 
1 and 9 remain energized and relay 2 
will be instantly released whenever the 
calling subscriber replaces his telephone 
receiver on its hook. 

By interrupting the circuit normally 
closed at its contact, shown second from 
the bottom, the operation of relay 9 will 
cause the release of listening relay 6. The 
release of relay 6 will disconnect the 
operator’s telephone set from the cord 
circuit, in readiness to be connected to 
another cord circuit without confusion in 
the regular progress of handling the 
traffic. 

By the operation of the normally closed 
make and break contact, shown as the 
lowest in the figure, relay 9 will interrupt 
the connection between the grounded 
terminal of the battery and the winding 
of meter relay 14, releasing it and causing 
the meter, released at the same time, to 
count one complete call. This lever 
spring of relay 9 will also, when oper- 
ated, connect the positive or grounded 
terminal of the battery to both lever 
springs of calling supervisory and cur- 
rent-supply double wound relay 4. 

Through the left hand lever spring of 
calling current-supply relay 4, this allows 
a flow of current to take place through 
the calling supervisory lamp 11 traceable 
as follows: Starting at the positive or 
grounded terminal of the battery, the 
current will pass through the normally 
open make and break contact of relay 9 
(now closed), the normally closed con- 
tact of double wound calling supervisory 
current supply relay 4, the normally 
closed make and break contact of relay 
5, the calling supervisory lamp, 11, and 
the common battery. It is obvious that 
the operation of either calling supervis- 
ory relay 4 or of relay 5 will interrupt 
this flow of current and cause the display 
of calling supervisory lamp 11 to be 
discontinued. 

1040. Ringing the called telephone — 
The particular arrangement shown in 
Fig. 279 is obviously arranged for four- 
party frequency selective calling. At the 
lower right hand corner of the drawing 
is shown a series of rotating cam con- 
trolled switches, one for each calling fre- 
quency. While these switches are not a 
portion of the cord circuit, being common 
to a number of cord circuits, they clearly 
show one method of dividing the ringing 
load. 

It will be remembered that one of the 
necessary arrangements in connection 
with machine or automatic ringing 
schemes is one that will obviate the im- 
position of sudden heavy drafts for ring- 
ing current and the sudden withdrawal of 
heavy ringing loads from the source of 
ringing current. 

In manual equipment the natural divis- 
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ion of the ringing load, due to the fact 
that the law of probability is against any 
great number of absolutely simultaneous 
ringing operations on the part of the 
switchboard operators, equalizes, to a de- 
gree, the distribution of the ringing load. 
In mechanically controlled ringing ar- 
rangements, on the other hand, it is 
necessary to make arrangements to pre- 
vent the simultaneous draft of ringing 
current for all operators’ positions. 

It is also just as necessary to arrange 
that the load from all positions cannot 
be thrown on to the source of ringing 
current of any one frequency when multi- 
frequency party line selective calling is 
used. In the figure only the 33-cycle 
source of ringing current is available, at 
the moment, to the group of ringing keys 
associated in the same group as the one 
in the figure. 

An instant later, as the several cams 
rotate, the 50-cycle current will be 
available and the 33-cycle source will be 
disconnected. In succession this will be 
followed by the 66-cycle source and then 
by the 16-cycle source. No two fre- 
quencies can be in circuit at precisely the 
same time, however, as far as this one 
group of cord circuits is concerned. 

1041. Path of ringing current.—It will 
be noted that when the ringing current is 
not passing through the mechanically op- 
erated control switch, current will pass, 
provided any one of the associated cord 
circuits is in the stage of ringing a called 
subscriber, from the sleeve side of the 
cord circuit, through the normally open 
(now closed) contact of relay 5 and 
the winding of slow acting relay 7, 
the contact of the operated selective 
plunger of the ringing key, the re- 
sistance coil and the common battery. 
It is also clear that either ringing cur- 
rent or current from the battery will flow 
through the winding of slow acting re- 
lay 7 at all times during the period of 
waiting for the called party to answer. 


Having depressed one of the selective 
ringing key plungers, suppose it is the 
33-cycle plunger, relay 7 is at once oper- 
ated. Should the operator depress the 
ringing key plunger during the period in 
which ringing current is available, the 
path over which the current from the 
source of ringing power will flow to en- 
ergize relay 7 may be traced as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the battery, the current flows 
through. the resistance, 10, the normally 
open make and break contact of relay 5 
(now closed), the normally open make 
and break contact of sleeve relay 9 (now 
closed), the tip strand of the cord, the 
tip of the plug, jack and line circuit, the 
telephone ringer and condenser, the sleeve 
side of the line, jack and plug, the sleeve 
strand of the cord, the normally open 
make and break contact of relay 5 (now 
closed), the winding of slow-acting relay 
7, the operated normally open make and 
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break selective ringing key plunger con- 
tact (now closed), the mechanically oper- 
ated normally open make and break gen- 
erator control switch (now closed), and 
the ringing current source to earth. 

This circuit is not complete until relay 
5 has been operated, but relay 5 is oper- 
ated when the selective ringing plunger 
is depressed owing to the operation of the 
auxiliary key contacts shown at the top 
of the drawing just at the right of the tip 
side cord condenser. This normally open 
key contact is common to all the party 
line key plungers and it is operated when- 
ever any one of them is operated. The 
circuit over which the closing of this 
normally open auxiliary key contact per- 
mits operating current for relay 5 to 
flow, is traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the battery, it passes through 
the normally open make and break lower 
contact of relay 9 (now closed), the 
normally closed left hand contact of dou- 
ble-wound calling supervisory current- 
supply relay 4, the normally open auxil- 
iary key contact (now closed), the nor- 
mally closed make and break contact of 
recall relay 3, the winding of relay 5, 
the resistance, 8, and the common battery. 

Once operated, as the result of the cur- 
rent flow over the circuit just traced, re- 
lay 5, in its turn, completes the path 
traced above for the flow of ringing cur- 
rent to operate relay 7. 

(To be continued.) 


Quarterly Meeting of Western 
Pennsylvania Association. 

The Western Pennsylvania Independent 
Telephone Association held its quarterly 
meeting at Erie, Pa., on July 26 and 27, 
with an attendance of about 60. Resolu- 
tions were adopted favoring government 
control of the telephone and telegraph 
systems of the country for the duration, 
of the war, and extending to the Presi- 
dent and Postmaster General hearty co- 
operation under government supervision. 

A committee was appointed to confer 
with Vice-president F. B. MacKinnon of 
the United States Independent Telephone 
Association on all matters pertaining 
thereto. This committee is composed of 
E. D. Schade, general manager, Johns- 
town Telephone Co., Johnstown, Pa.; K. 
B. Schotte, general manager, Kittanning 
Telephone Co., Kittaning, Pa.; W. S. 
Paca, general manager, Petroleum Tele- 
phone Co., Oil City, Pa.; John H. Wright, 
general manager, Meadville Telephone 
Co., Meadville, Pa., and W. H. Wilson, 
Union Telephone Co., of Erie. 

Both sessions of the 26th and the morn- 
ing of the 27th were taken up in discus- 
sing government control, and very little 
cther business was transacted. Saturday 
afternoon the delegates enjoyed a ride on 
Lake Erie, after which they participated 
in a fish fry in a grove overlooking the 
lake. 











Crusade Against Foreign Languages 


Proclamation Issued by Governor Harding of Iowa Forbidding Use of Lan- 
guage Other than English Over Telephone—Orders for Removals Investigated 


by Secret Service Men— 


Iowa has assumed leadership in a 
crusade against the use of foreign lan- 
guages. Beginning with the entry of this 
country into the war, there has been a 
growing public sentiment and opinion in 
favor of the elimination of all languages 
except English. 

An excellent start was made by the 
refusal of high school pupils to study 
enemy languages. A proclamation was 
issued in May by Governor Harding 
which laid down the following rules: 


Governor’s Proclamation. 


“English should, and must, be the only 
medium of instruction in public, private, 
denominational or other similar schools. 
Conversation in public places, on trains, 
and over the telephone, should be in the 
English language.” : 

No sooner had the governor of Iowa 
issued this proclamation than a protest 
went up from many of the foreign-lan- 
guage-speaking people within, the state. 
Immigrants from the various European 
countries have had a tendency to settle 
in colonies, bringing their churches and 
other institutions and forming a little 
Norway, Bohemia, or Germany, in which 
the English language is seldom heard. 
The proclamation caused consternation in 
these localities. 

The governor made an answer to those 
protesting, in the form of a circular let- 
ter in which he said, among other things: 

“The total elimination of the use of 
foreign language cannot be accomplished 
in a few days but, of necessity, must be 
brought about gradually and by the real- 
ization that its misuse is resulting in dis- 
cord among our own patriotic people and 
in giving our enemies an opportunity to 
hinder the work of our government dur- 
ing these critical times. German intrigue 
does not confine itself to the use of the 
German language. The fact is, they find 
it more convenient now to use other lan- 
guages.” 

The principal contention has developed 
over the use of the telephone lines. In 
some localities, the use of any- foreign 
language has been absolutely forbidden 
by the local authorities. Telephone oper- 
ators have been ordered to pull down 
connections on every conversation that is 
not in English and report the names of 
the offending parties to the local council 
of defense. 

Such rigid enforcement of the proc- 
lamation works a severe hardship on 
many of our most patriotic and loyal 
citizens, for many of them cannot handle 
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English on the telephone. The interpre- 
tation given to the order in most com- 
munities is more liberal. Those who can 
use the American tongue, must do so; 
refusal classifies the offender as disloyal 
—the spirit of patriotism is lacking. 

Obstinate individuals who will not re- 
spond to the governor’s appeal are pun- 
ished on the ground of disloyalty. Those 
who cannot understand our language, and 
especially old people, should not be mo- 
lested when they find it necessary to com- 
municate over the telephone. Their use 
of a foreign language in such cases can- 
not be construed as an act of disloyalty. 

The Iowa order is a war measure and 
its enforcement rests principally with the 
local councils of defense which have been 
organized in each cotinty. They are as- 
sisted by secret service men working un- 
der the State Council of Defense. The 
local councils of defense are asking the 
telephone companies to report to them the 
names of any who refuse to comply with 
the new rule. 

Secret service men have advised the 
telephone companies not to remove the 
telephones of those who order them out 
on account of the governor’s proclama- 
tion, until after the agents of the execu- 
tive department of the state have made 
an investigation of each case. Telephone 
patrons who boycott the company be- 
cause of the new rule, are liable to pun- 


ishment on the ground of attempting to’ 


obstruct war measures. 


The methods employed by the local 
councils in securing the observance of 
the rule vary in the different counties of 
the state. Widely-different conditions 
must be dealt with, but in every case the 
appeal is first made to the patriotic spirit 
of the people. In Tama county, the ques- 
tion was raised as to the authority of the 
governor to enforce the new rule. In 
reply, the legal advisory board issued this 
statement : 


To the Public: Many inquiries have 
been made by the citizens of Tama 
county to the undersigned as ‘members 
of the legal advisory board of Tama 
county, Iowa, as to whether the proc- 
lamation of the governor of the state of 
Iowa prohibiting the use of foreign lan- 
guages during the war period was issued 
with authority. It having come to our 
notice that the impression prevails 
throughout Tama county that the proc- 
lamation was issued. without authority, 
and that it is optional with the citizens of 
the state as to the obeying of the same, 
we deem it advisable to make the follow- 
ing statement: 

That the governor of the state of lowa 
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“One Flag and One Language’”’ the Governor’ 


s Aim 


had full authority to issue this proclama- 
tion; that in our judgment it is a wise 
precaution as it has come to the notice 
of the government that our enemies are 
using foreign languages over the tele- 
phones and in public places for the pur- 
pose of aiding our enemy. 

This proclamation can do no more than 
cause inconvenience in isolated cases to 
our citizens, and it should be, and must 
be, cheerfully obeyed by all persons. It is 
the duty of any citizen to promptly notify 
the government of any violation of this 
proclamation and order issued by the gov- 
ernor. We,should all be willing to be in- 
convenienced, to make some sacrifice and 
to economize in order to aid our govern- 
ment in the prosecution of this world war 
to a successful conclusion. 

The official language of the United 
States and the state of Iowa is the Eng- 
lish language. Freedom of speech - is 
guaranteed by the federal and state con- 
stitutions, but this is not a guaranty of the 
right to use a language other than the 
language of this country—the English 
language. 

The dissimilarity in the language in 
every-day use has a powerful influence 
to maintain in American society distinc- 
tions and differences which ought to be 
obliterated as expeditiously as possible. 
But for the German war, the people of 
the United States might have continued 
oblivious of and indifferent to this sort 
of influence. 


Obstacle to National Fellowship. 

In view of what the war has taught, it 
is seen now to be highly desirable, not 
merely to get rid of the German language 
as an impediment to the full Americanism 
of the people who use that language, but 
also to get rid of all other languages that 
tend to keep their users apart from full 
national fellowship. 

Let us hope that the executives of all 
the other states of the Union will follow 
the leadership of Governor Harding that 
we may have “One Flag and One Lan- 


guage.” 


Employes of Indiana Company En- 
joy Annual Outing. 


Operators and other employes of. the 
United Telephone Co.’s exchanges at 
Marion, Hartford City, Montpelier, Hunt- 
ington and Bluffton, Ind., held their an- 
nual picnic recently at Belville Mills, 
fourteen miles west of Bluffton on the 
Salamonie river. The trip to the place 
was made in automobiles. Games and 
refreshments were the principal diversions 
of the outing. 














A Progressive Minnesota Company 


Brief History of the Dwelle Telephone Co., Which Operates Exchanges in Lake 
City and Wabasha, Minn., with Over 1,400 Subscribers—Description of New 
Exchange Building in Which Has Been Installed New Central Office Equipment 


An excellent example of the stability of 
the Independent telephone business in 
Minnesota is to be found in the Dwelle 
Telephone Co., of Lake City. Organized 
in the spring of 1897, and beginning busi- 
ness with 26 sub- 
scribers, to whom 
service fur- 
nished through 


was 


a home - made 
this 
company has pro- 
gressed steadily 
and is fur- 
nishing service to 
1,070 — subscribers 
connected with its 
Lake City 
change. 


switchboard, 


now 


ex- 
Extensive un- 
derground work 
was completed 
during the year 
1913, and early in 
1917 plans were 
perfected for a 
new office and ex- 
building. 
This building was 
completed and oc- 
cupied in January, 
1918, at a cost of 
$15,006 build- 
ing equip- 
ment. The struc- 
ture is 38 by 40 ft. 
in size. It con- 
sists of two stories 
and a_ basement, 
and is of fireproof 
construction. 

The second floor 
is used exclusive- 
ly for operating 
and operators’ rest 
rooms, the operat- 


change 


for 
and 


ing room occupy- 
ing a space of 18 
by 38 ft. The ac- 
counting office, the 
room for the pub- 
lic, and the man- 






provided in the rear of the building. This 
errangement facilitates the loading and 
unloading of all supplies and has proved 
to he a great convenience. 

The building is furnished with new and 
modern equipment throughout. The 
switchbeard consists of three local cen- 
tral energy associated multiple positions 





Cook No. 60 main frame, Westinghouse 


rectifier, harmonic converter and du- 


plicate set of storage batteries constitute 
the remainder of the central office equip- 
ment, which 


furnished and 


installed 


was 
complete 
by the Stromberg- 
Carlson Mfg. Co. 

To G.M. Dwelle, 
secretary and gen- 
eral manager, and 
his able assistant, 
W. G. Ball, is due 
in a large measure 
the success of the 


Dwelle Telephone 


Co. As the organ- 
izer of the com- 
pany in 1897, Mr. 


Dwelle now has 20 
years of. practical 
experience to his 
credit, and in de- 
signing and select- 
ing his new build- 
ing and equipment, 
utilized to the full- 
the 
value of his expe- 


est extent 


rience. 

In addition to 
the Lake C 
plant, the 
Telephone Co. op- 


ity 
Dwele 


central 
Wa- 


basha, Minn., with 


erates a 
exchange at 


120 subscribers. A 
submarine cable 
of 6,000 feet 
across Lake Pepin 
the 
exchange with the 
Lake Tele- 
phone Co. on the 
side, 


k ng 


connects city 


Pepin 


Wisconsin 
which is also 


owned and _ oper- 
ated by the Dwelle 
Telephone Co. 


Peter Jeck is 


president of the 
ager’s office and company, and G. 
terminal room oc- 4, G, M. Dwelle, Secretary and General Manager of the Dwelle Telephone Co., of Dwelle, N. Patton, vice- 
cupy the first Minn.—2. New Central Office Building—?. W. G. Ball, Superintendent—4, Term- president. 
4 1 inal Room—5. Manager’s Office—6. Operating Room. Se as 
floor. The base- [ri-State toll 
ment contains the battery room, store and a separate two-position toll and rural lines connect with the Dwelle telephone 


room and room for the heating plant. 
Provision is also made for housing the 

company’s two automobiles in the base- 

ment, an inclined concrete driveway being 


with full local 
Multiple of the toll and rural 
lines is also provided on the local board. 

Wire chief and chief operators’ desks, 
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line position provided 


multiple. 


system and Lake City is a Tri-State toll 
test station. All toll lines entering Lake 
City are test on the wire 
chief's desk of the Lake City exchange. 


looped for 











Sundry Snapshots Along the Trail 


Observations and Comments, Pertinent and Otherwise, 
On the Sunshine and Shadows of Telephone Work 


Over Here AND Over THERE. 
From the haze of the eastern horizon 
Rises the moon to zenith height; 
Flooding the world with glory 
On this perfect summer night. 


The hills are white with the harvest 
And the rustling ranks of corn 

Give token of great abundance, 

When the fields of their wealth are shorn. 


The bullfrog croaks in the marshes, 
The firefly flits the lane; 

There’s never a note of sadness 

In Nature’s grand refrain. 


But there’s hunger awaiting the harvest; 
Gaunt famine stalks over the sea; 

Vast armies are locked in the struggle, 
To make this world slave or free. 


Over here we are gleaning the harvests 
That gladden the eyes tonight; 

Over there our brave boys are fighting 
In the cause of freedom and right. 


We used to live from year to year, 
then from month to month, until finally 
we struck the day-to-day: period. Some 
even live from extra to extra. Things 
happen so fast that we are getting some- 
what bewildered eventhough the things 
that are happening were expected. 


Some weeks ago I remarked in these . 


columns, as the proofreader will prob- 
ably remember, that something big was 
about to break which would affect the 
telephone business from cellar to garret, 
so to speak. I surmised that it might be 
government ownership and control of all 
the lines, large and small. It has hap- 
pened. 

Today is our first day under the new 
rule of government operation, and while 
we have not had any United States offi- 
cials in to see what we are doing, yet 
we feel a sort of different atmosphere 
about the place. We do not know just 
what to do yet, but we are doing the best 
we can until the boss gets around. 

To start with, we are going to see that 
all delinquents are notified that they can- 
not expect to be certified to Uncle Sam 
as patrons until they pay up all arrears. 
In case they do not respond, we have 
told them that after the expiration of 
five days, they will be cut off from serv- 
ice and have their telephones taken out. 
That is one thing which we all may as 
well do, as you may be sure that Uncle 
Sam will have none of that once-a-year 
payment business after they have had 
the service. He will probably insist on 
his pay in advance. 

One thing will probably result in the 
new order of things. That is, we 
will be moved up a couple of notches in 
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order of preference as to being served 
at filling stations with oil and gasoline, 
which will come handy in case the threat- 
ened gasoline shortage materializes. 

I was wondering whether we came un- 
der civil service rules or not, but have 
not heard any one express an opinion as 
to that. Who knows? 

From reading the advance notices, it 
appears that the ordinary board of di- 
rectors will have but little to do from 
this time on, except to re-elect them- 
selves from year to year and pay a divi- 
dend subject to the pleasure of the post- 
office department. 

Another thing we are curious about is 
to see how the matter will work out with 
the state commissions and the other su- 
pervising bodies which now have a hand 
in the pie. It seems that the other bod- 
ies could well be spared if the United 
States is to operate the plants, or else 
there will be a great plentitude of over- 
head expense saddled onto the telephone 
users of this country, as much as there 
would have resulted if the old-time Bell 
company had had its way about promot- 
ing it. 

As an example of the already over- 
lapping system of supervision, | will il- 
lustrate by saying that recently a fed- 
eral employe visited our office to get the 
materials for his report and simply cop- 
ied it from the last annual report of the 
Railroad & Warehouse Commission and 
the Interstate Commerce Commission’s 
report. I do not see why he could not 
have gone to the state capital, or the 
capital at Washington, and got all the 
information from all the companies in 
the state or nation at one-tenth the cost. 
If he was to do that, I suppose he would 
soon be out of a job. 

Another thing which we are doing is 
to take a full and accurate invoice of all 
the stock and materials on hand as of 
August 1, so that we can tell what we 
had, when the auditor comes around to 
certify as to what we are worth. As to 
the good will business or intangibles, I 
am at a loss to know how to proceed, 
especially as we have never entered any 
intangible value in our annual reports to 
the commissions. If we were to insert 
« goodly sum now, I am afraid that it 
might be the subject of comment later on. 

One thing where it will benefit the tele- 
phone companies to be under Uncle 
Sam’s wing is that the manager can 
make it very unpleasant for the persons 
who set grass fires and burn off poles, 
break glass or otherwise destroy prop- 
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erty belonging to the United States gov- 
ernment, just as is done when mail boxes 
are damaged. The public should be noti- 
lied so that they will show respect for 
something which heretofore they have 
been real careless about. 

Another thing which puts us up in the 
air is whether we are supposed to buy 
supplies the same as ever, or whether we 
must send in a requisition to headquar- 
ters. A traveling man was in today and 
asked us for an order, and we 
compelled to tell him to go to Washing- 
ton, as we did not wish to make any 
false motions with the price of mate- 
rials at the present stage. 

We predict that the industry will have 
to shift to low for quite a spell until it 
gets used to the new order of things. 
When eveything is in good running order, 
things will have quite a different aspect 
than they now possess. I do not think 
that the telephone companies will ever 
go back to private management again. It 
will be next to impossible to unscramble 
them once they have remained merged 
as a whole under one management for 
any length of time. To some, this will 
come as a welcome result, while to oth- 
ers it will bring disappointment. 

One thing is certain, whatever happens 
otherwise, and that is that the people 
are going to have telephone service. They 
want good service, and they are able to 
pay for what they want. They will still 
continue to kick if they do not get it— 
you may be sure of that. In that case, 
there will be work to do for those who 


were 


know how to do it the best. 


The chances are that there will be bet- 
ter pay for those who can take care of 
the wants of the localities in the tele- 
phone tine. No matter how many super- 
visors there will be, it is still so 
that only one man comes real close to the 
average rural subscriber in our _ line. 
That man is the one who sees that the 
subscriber’s telephone is fixed, when it 
goes out of commission—all the rest do 
not count with the farmer. 

APHORISM: There is 


ringmaster in every circus. 


always one 


Indiana Indenendents to Meet. 


Plans are being perfected for the an- 
nual meeting of the Southern Indiana 
Independent Telephone Association, which 
will be held at Washington, Ind., on Oc- 
tober 8. Zed Morton, manager of the 
Pike County Telephone Co., of Peters- 
burg, Ind., is head. of the committee on 
arrangements. 








What Is Your Company Doingr 


Chats About Company Doings. 
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The exuberance and self-confidence of “5 as 


youth are frequently the causes of acci- 
dents. The accompanying illustration 


irom the Safety First Bulletin of the ) t) = = = (yy 
a 

















Texas Telephone Co. relates an accident ’ ( 
with a fatal termination caused entirely = = 
through the extreme self-confidence of ¥ 
youth. ENGINE HOUSE NeZ ‘i 
, a , 7 . he Houston, Texas: A young lineman was sent out to repair 
An accident which occurred in Port a toll line. The regular toll lineman had other trouble, and the 
TT pee i ¢ young lineman was sent to repair the break. He gave him a 
Arthur, Texas, due to the exuberance of hand Mine, grips, etc., and warned him to watch out for hot 
, h. is 1 1 : I l : yires, as the break was on a street where there were light and 
youth, is told in the bulletin. The men y street car circuits. When the lineman got to the place where 
r i cj the wire was down he fastened the hard line to end of broken 
were pulling slack in the messenger and _— —weae SS. one proceeded to throw rope over a poorly insulated wire 
» : ‘ ‘on om that t a 500-volt trolley wire. He then pulled the wire over 
# lineman was sent up a pole to put on —, —— TT the soo-volt wire. As he was about to take hold of the one 
i > ow : “re oe al copper wire the manager of the Light Company, who happenec 
some rings where the messengers crossed. along. warned him to pull it up the pole by the rope he had for 
He was a young men, single and feel- INE that purpose. The lineman told him, “I know what I am do- 





i ing,”’ and proceeded to drag the wire over the charged wire 
ing good—and it was Saturday evening at = a ee GE 
a time when all the young ladies were was burned to death before be could be disengaged from it. 
Oe Te rene beh Smeman climbed “Safety First” Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. and Associated Companies Tells a 
the company’s pole, put on the rings and Story Graphically and to the Point—Actual Occurrences Are Cited as Examples. 
then decided to come down the Bell 
company’s pole as it was stepped and in 
# more conspicuous place. So he came 
down in a rush, missed the step with 
his hand and fell about 22 feet. 
According to the bulletin, this was 
the result of his fall: “Bursted his head 
behind left ear; sprained one wrist and 
one ankle; broke one arm and one ankle, 
which caused him to limp for the rest 
cf his life, when a little caution and 
time would have left him a good man.” 

















With the new order of things, the 
manager of the Modern Telephone Co. 9 ° e 
tealizes that a change is essential in his What ‘ a Curiosity Call? 
advertising. He has, therefore, developed 
« series of educational advertisements, all 
cof which have the purpose of conserving 


telephone facilities and improving the Any sudden emergency, such as a FIRE, an EXPLOSION, 
service. Undue use of the telephone in or other happening, brings down upon the telephone central 
asking the operator questions which in office an avalanche of calls that are “CURIOSITY CALLS _ 
no way relate to telephone service, the made for no other reason than that their originators desire to 
etiquette of telephone calling, the care know all about the happenings. 

of the telephone, methods of using it, 

and other factors which enter into the Not only is “Central” unable to supply such information, 
furnishing of good and efficient service but the sudden deluge of telephone calls ties up the telephone 
are some of the topics which he has de- lines and might seriously interfere with a call for fire appa- 
cided to take up in his advertisement. ratus, ambulances or other aids. 


The first one, “What's a Curiosity Call?” 
is reproduced in this issue. 

As the government is necessarily in- 
terested in service, undoubtedly it will 
have no objection to the expenditure of 
company funds for advertisements of the 
character which the manager of the Mod- 
ern Telephone Co. intends to use. The . 
telephone user has an important part in , Modern Telephone Company 
the handling of a call, and real good The Independent Building 
service depends to a considerable extent , 
upon the user doing his part in a most Service and Progress Streets 
efficient manner. 


Why not be patient a few hours? A full account of the 
happenings, which has been carefully prepared by a writer on 
the scene, may be read in the evening paper. More often it 


is only a FALSE ALARM. 























With its August bills to Chicago busi- 
ness subscribers, the Chicago Telephone 








The Modern Telephone Co. Runs an Advertisement Each Thursday in the Local 


Co. enclosed a little slip asking them to Evening Paper at a Cost of $4.20. This is the Full Size of the Advertisement. 
27 





28 


check up the number of directories in their 
cffices and the number which they can 
dispense with. The slip which gives the 
reason for the company’s making the re- 
quest reads as follows: 
“To Subscribers Concerned: 

It is our practice at present, owing to 
a serious shortage of paper and other 
materials, used in the manufacture of 
the Chicago Telephone Directory, and 
the added war-time problem of transpor- 


tation and distribution, to reduce the 
number of directories printed to the 
actual needs of our patrons. 

We would respectfully suggest that 


you consider whether it would be pos- 
sible, without inconvenience to the users 
of telephone service in your premises, to 
get along with fewer directories than you 
have been heretofore receiving. In many 
instances arrangements may be such that 





TELEPHONY 


one directory would serve for use in con- 
nection with two telephones, etc. 

Many subscribers having private branch 
exchange switchboards and a large num- 
ber of telephones in their premises have 
agreed to reduce their requirements about 
25 per cent. a 

We would be pleased to have you sig- 
nify on the reverse side of this sheet how 
many directories you actually require. 
After signing, please return with your 
remittance. 

Cuicaco TELEPHONE Co., 
A. M. Ramsey, directory supt.” 

On the reverse side was space for the 
date, telephone number, subscriber’s name 
and his representative, and the address 
together with this agreement: 

“T find, on investigation, that . di- 
rectories will answer our purposes, and 
you may change your records and deliver 





“The Pup That 


Once upon » time & certain poor man became posses: 
ood of «© little pup which hed greet possibilities for the 
fevers, “This pup.” he said, “cam live and grow fat on 
tam conte worth of ment per day.” Se the pup wes given 
that much meet ead t thrived 

As months went by the pup grew iste « big dog as ie 
the habit with most puppies. Then the ten coats worth 














it will hewe to de now.” 


Became a 





Do ”? 





of meat was gobbled up in s mouthful and the dog barked 
in am attempt te persuade his 
But, in reply to repented barks, the owner said, “Ten conte 
worth of mest was enough for you when you were & pup, 


master to give him mere. 


owner 
more, The deg grew thin and weak on this kind of treat- 





ment and after awhile be simply dropped in « corner and 
died. “Gosh!” said the owned, “I did not think that « dog 
getting ton conte worth of mest « day would starve to 
death.” 
let MORAL, What nourishes « pup may starve « dog 
ad MORAL: Pup telephone rates will sot sourish 
2 telephone dog 















Capitalization vs. Physical 
Valuation 


Some of cur patrons mey be ender the impression that © 
whet we are endesvormg te sccomplish 
the rates ic te obtain « dividend on cur capital stock. 


telephone property was appraised. No 2 = J 
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How Much is Telephone 










of Living 


per 
iron telephone wire from $3.90 te $6.25 per C—120 


Dry batteries from 16 conte each to 31 conte ench— 
‘TR per cost. 

Ground rods from 19 comnts to 38 conte—100 per cont 
wire, No. 19, from $7.90 
of 92 per cont. 

telephone from $8.00 to $12.00, and bridging 
telephones from $11.00 to $15.00 each—en 


Rubber 
te $15.20 per 1,000 feet—en THEN WHY NOT 
Serves 


JanNoNeAOONGGOGNVAaNTEGIGOC0NC 


: 


Here are © few of the materiale weed daily im the aosssaccecsse Wg 080002 = le there any way te messure just what the value is? If 
telephone bucinese—for installing telephones and for main 5 there was, and rates determined from values thus ascertain: 
taining the plant Here are the prices of those materials roy 4, the revenues of of telephone companies would take « 
on January Ist, 1918, ond om January Het, 1918: jump and most people could not pay their telephone 

Glass “ 


WHAT 1S OUR PERSONAL AND NATIONAL 
HONOR WORTH? 
WHAT 15 OUR PERSONAL AND NATIONAL 
LIBERTY wor 
ARE THEY NOT WORTH MORE THAN MON. 
YY 


PROTEC eM TO THE 
LIMIT OF OUR FINANCIAL ABILITY AT 


smcrease of 60 LEAST? There might be 2 schedule of prices arranged before 
per cont. 4 ESPECIALLY WHEN BY 30 DOING, IT DOES hand and different values might be set on differeet 
‘These are only = few items selected from « Met of NOT MAKE US POORER, BUT PRO. of the family, with baby tapering off with 
more than © hundred articles of material used im the tele MOTES THRIFT AND INDEPENDENCE tolew 
phone business. Nowhere in list ie there am tee aside from the value in life saving, 
article that has not increased im cost since the war + J 


'Y WAR SAVINGS STAMPS TO 
iT. 


THEN BU 
THE wimr 
8000 ©330660 == 3090006 


Service Worth? 


sodden 

charges at ail 

3 The price of « good home saved from fire would cortain- 
ly be the consideration im some cases, and when « human 

: life ie saved now and them, the charge would mount very” 
repidly. 


“Baby sick at midnight, 
Mother all alone, 
Cannot leave ber darling, 
Has ne telephone.” 


Tv TH 


would have to be figured the saving im energy shoe 
leather and time of traveling to get matters arranged 
There would be the value of knowing the markets, the state 
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Only Profit-Paying Plants 
‘Are Kept Improved 
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Accounting Our Three Requirements--- 
Can You Solve It? ae a en Are They Reasonable? 
ports these Roughly defined it means deception— 
Everyone knows thet capital ie not invested where it pon Phe pn ee Ginlv cae <8 one a o> ‘The telephawe business in order to compare favorably 
ie news there will be no return on thet ievectment; serther Ger dhe cnspisien thet these Ggures chewing the lesses with other lines of eudenvor, must have these three re- 
banks sor money to concerns that of this Compeny dering the past Gve years are telephone o 
ere mot making accounting comocfage lst Am income large enough to pay the opersting 
te the telephone business axtensions and dstgreve ‘We ascare you there le nothing of this hind. We might expences of the business end allow ite employess cuficiont 
seente te the plants are mecessary continnally. Av the to dite to destere. thn gute by euch eacthats of enveunt> Sp © Gut Gp Game 6 Gs Guat Gy HS an 
cites grow cad the constey develape, the demand Tar com ing, but wo coulda't hage to desiove the enpert engines cae. 
view imereaces, as the telephone lines and equipment weer end ceccuntents emglayed by tho Baficced Commiscien. Rad. Am income large enough to protect the capital 
ent end deteriate, and apparatus becomes obsolete, mosey By © petectly proper a ns imvected in the plast by setting aside « sufficient com to 
be required to maintain the plant so thet setistertery ser. cumin Ges Gets aes tae tem Od provide for depreciation of the property end thereby beep 
vies may be rendered. If the revenues of Yhe business are yy ee ey the levestment cnimpaived. 
imadequate to meet the plant up-beop ead « reasonable re of the plant, eur books show that the peaple of Lake " Sed. As income large enough te pay © ressenable 
tere om the capital invested therein, how ie the money fave Gon Gate talaghane exvcisn ot tere Gan cost. dividend co that securities may be sold te mest the grow: 
te be reread for these mended extensions and improvements’ img needs of the extension and additions to the property 























SOUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 







B. E. WETTSTEIN, Secretary. 


One of a Series of Advertisements Used in a Successful Rate-Raising Campaign. 










No. 6. 


Vol. 73. 
the number of directories mentional 
above, until you receive from us notice 
te the contrary.” 


“T have just been through a rate-rais- 
ing campaign which was inspired by your 
everlasting pounding on that subject and 
for the success of which TELEPHONY de- 
serves much credit,’ writes Otto Wett- 
stein, Jr., president of the Lake County 
Telephone Co., Eustis, Fla. “IT raised 
the exchange rates and established toll 
between exchanges with the loss of only 
11 telephones, and I expect most of these 
to be back within a short time.” 

“If you have time to read the adver- 
tisements which I enclose, you will ob- 
serve that I owe TELEPHONY a debt for 
the great assistance it has been to me in 
furnishing material and inspiration for 
this campaign, which has been carried 
through so successfully.” 

The advertisements referred to hy Mr. 
Wettstein occupied full 


page space in 
the local weekly paper. The first ad- 
vertisement contained in bold face 


type the address Mr. Wettstein made be- 
fore the Florida Railroad Commission 
and patrons of the Lake County Tele- 
phone Co. In it were presented a brief 
history of the company with financial 
statistics and various arguments to jus- 
tify an increased rate. 

The second full page advertisement 
headed: “High Cost Forced Us 
Finally to Raise Telephone Rates.” In 
the center column were presented com- 
parative income and operating statistics 
covering the past five years, of the com- 
pany’s various exchanges. 

On each side of these statistics, were 
discussions in bold face type, prominently 
displayed. These were entitled, “Last, 
Not First, to Raise Prices,’ “Compare 
Our Costs—Three Years Ago ard Now,” 
“No Hocus-Pocus Bookkeeping,” “No 
Starved Pulled a Heavy 
Load,” “Ten-Cent Toll Between Eustis, 
and Mt. Dora,” and “Other 
Florida Towns Have Higher Rates.” 

The final advertisement told the storv 
of “The Pup That Became a Dog” and 
then discussed costs of operating tele- 
phone exchanges in comparison with the 
increasing costs of everything that enters 
into the conduct of the business. This 
advertisement is reproduced on_ this 
page. 


was 


Horse Ever 


Tavares, 


New Exchange in Sioux City. 


The new automatic exchange which 
has been installed at Morningside by the 
Sioux City (Iowa) Telephone Co. at a 
cost of $50,000, was recently placed in 
service and is now serving about 1,100 
subscribers in that district. This ex- 
change is a branch of the automatic sys- 
tem which for the past 13 years has been 
in operation in Sioux City. 

















Biographical and Personal Notes 


James M. Schoonover, first lieuten- 
ant of Company B 
of the 


(the wire company) 
310 Field Signal Battalion, which 
was in training at Camp Custer, Battle 
Creek, Mich., since early last fall, al- 
though a young years, has 


man in had 

















Lieut. Jas. M. Schoonover. 


considerable experience in the telephone 
field. 


He was born in Ohio, December &, 
1892. After graduating from the Rose 
Polytechnic Institute in electrical engi- 


neering, he entered the telephone business 
in May, 1913, in the engineering depart- 
ment of the Citizens Telephone UCo., the 
Wabash Valley Telephone Co. and the 
Kinloch Telephone Co., at Terre Haute, 
ind. He remained with these Independ- 
ent companies until July 15, 1917, when 
he responded to his country’s call and 
enlisted in the Signal Corps. 

He was among the group of Independ- 
ent telephone received their 
preliminary training at the officers’ school 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., last summer, 
after which he was assigned to training 


men who 


the men of whom he will have charge in 
maintaining the lines of communication 
“over there.” 

Lieut.-Col. Philip L. Spalding, presi- 
dent of the New England Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., has been promoted to the 
rank of colonel and has been assigned to 
the bureau of aircraft production with 
headquarters at Washington, D. C. Col. 
Spalding has recently returned from the 
western front, where he saw active serv- 
ice in the aviation section of the Signal 
Corps, having been in the army since Oc- 
tober, 1917. His career includes a full 
course of training at Plattsburg. 

When Col. Spalding entered the mili- 


tary service the directors of the company 
refused to accept his resignation, giving 
him instead leave of absence to en- 
able him to perform his war duties with- 
out requiring him to exercise direction 
over the affairs of the system. 

Morton G. Lloyd, electrical engineer 
in charge of safety work in the Bureau 
ot Standards, Washington, D. C., has 
been appointed a member of the elec- 
trical committee of the Naticnal 
Protection represent the 
Lureau. 


Fire 
Association to 


Dr. Lloyd was for many years a mem- 


ber of the scientific staff of the bureau 
curing the period of its early develop- 
ment. From 1910 to 1917 he was tech- 


nical editor of the Electrical Review and 
Western Electrician. 
to the bureau 
cf W. 8 
electrical safety engineering. 

Dr. Lloyd is a fellow of the American 
Institute of Electrical 


In 1917 he returned 


and upon the resignation 


Canada was put in charge of 


Engineers and has 
served upon its standards committee and 
various other vice- 
president of the Illuminating Engineering 


committees. He is 


Society and a member of its committee 
cn lighting legislation. He is a member 
of the divisional committee on lighting 
of the advisory commission of the Coun- 
cil of National Defense, a member of the 
American 
lation 


Association for Labor Legis- 


and of numerous scientific and 
technical societies. 

W. K. McQuown, of Sherman, Texas, 
general superintendent of the Associated 
Telephone North 
is now in the engineering department of 
the Signal Corps and is located at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

W. F. Davis was recently appointed 
manager of the Cumberland Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., at Calhoun, Ky., to suc- 
ceed V. K. Swint. Mr. Davis has been 
employed by the company at Owensboro, 
Kv., for some time. 


Companies of Texas, 


Harley L. Pierce, local manager of 


the United Telephone Co. at Belleville, 
Kans., has resigned to devote his entire 
time to other business interests. Mr. 
Pierce has been connected with the United 
Telephone Co. for some 20 years. 

Claire H. Law, district manager of 
the Interstate Independent Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., with headquarters at 
Sterling, Ill., has resigned his position to 
go to France to do Y. M. C. A. work. 

Louis M. Kraege, the live and ener- 
getic secretary of the Kansas Independ- 
ent Telephone Association, with head- 
quarters in Topeka, entered the telephone 
field in that state five years ago. 

He went to Kansas to assist in com- 
piling -inventories of the Kansas City 
Home Telephone Co. and its branch ex- 
changes for Sloan, Huddle, Fuestel & 
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Freeman, of Wis. He then 
engaged in traffic and publicity work at 


Ottawa, Cherryvale and Lawrence, Kans., 


Madison, 


and later worked on long distance traffic 
tor the Kansas City Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. throughout eastern Kansas and 
western Missouri. 
Prior to field 


Mr. Kraege was for 16 years engaged in 


entering the telephone 
the book and stationery business at 
lin, Wis. He several 
years as principal of a high school and 
filled a position in a post office for three 
years. 


3er- 


also served for 


That was after he graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin at Madison 

Mr. Kraege’s hobby is to get the very 
best out of anything he attempts. This 
is evidenced by the fact that since he be- 
came secretary of the Kansas association 
last winter, he has held eight very 
cessful district meetings in different parts 
of the state. 


suc- 


His natural tendency is to- 
wards investigation along business lines 
and the drawing of practical conclusions 
from his investigations. 

“= « & 
with in 


hustler, a 
that is 


talker 

seeking 
facts and storing them away for future 
use. He understands people and how to 
take their moods. The Kansas 
Independent telephone men surely should 
benefit greatly in improved relations with 
the state commission, as Mr. Kraege is 
excellently fitted to represent them 


good 


mind always 


various 


“I aim to make this office a very strong 

















Louis M. Kraege. 


factor in Kansas telephone history,” he 
stated at the recent national corivention 
in Chicago. That's not an empty state- 
ment, for he is already doing it and we 
look to see him make it good in every 


way—that’s his habit. 








From Factory and Salesroom 


New Monarch Low Type Board 
Installed at Hermann, Mo. 
Hermann, the county seat of Gas- 
conade county, Mo., is a beautiful little 
city of some 2,000 inhabitants, located 
on the bank of the Missouri river and 
on the main line of the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad, 81 miles west of St. Louis. 
Its industries have 


pose and still bring all lines within easy 
reaching distance. 

The switchboard installed at Hermann 
has an ultimate capacity of 320 lines with 
two operators’ positions equipped, but the 
Monarch company is now furnishing this 
same design of cabinet in ten different 
capacities, ranging from 80 lines to 320 





given this little city a 
wide reputation, as 
shipments are made 
irom Hermann to all 
parts of the civilized 
world. 

Perhaps the industry 
that is of most impor- 
tance to the local com- 
munity is that of the 
Gasconade Central Tel- 
ephone Co., a purely 
local organization and 
one of the first Inde- 
pendent telephone com- 
panies to be organized 
in the state of Mis- 
souri. 

About four years ago 
this company came un- 
der the management of 
E. T. Williams, a tele- 
phone man of many 
years’ experience, and 
under his efficient man- 
agement, backed by an 
exceptionally strong 














board of directors, the 
plant has been brought 
to a high standard of perfection with 
always the motto of “service first” is 
the predominating thought. 


New 


A very satisfactory event for the Her- 
mann company came on July 14, when a 
new model low type switchboard, manu- 
factured by the Monarch Telephone 
Manufacturing Co., of Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
was cut into service. This switchboard 
was demonstrated by the Monarch com- 
pany in its exhibit at the war convention 
of the, United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association, held in Chicago in 
June, and was greatly admired by all who 
saw it. 

The cabinet is of pleasing design, sub- 
stantially constructed, and stands only 54 
inches high. The comfort of the oper- 
ators has been one of the important con- 
siderations in designing this cabinet, and 
it is so arranged that the operator can sit 
in an ordinary low office chair, with her 
feet resting on the floor, the top of the 
key-shelf being only 30 inches from the 
floor. 

Writing space has also been taken into 
consideration and the shelves so designed 
as to provide ample space for this pur- 


Monarch Board 


Installed at Hermann, Mo. 


lines. On July 15, after the installation 
was completed, the managers of some of 
the surrounding exchanges were invited 
to spend the day at Hermann as guests 
of the Monarch company, to inspect the 


new switchboard. 


Paragraphs. 

The National Telephone Supply Co., 
of Cleveland, Ohio, has issued a little 
booklet giving some of the advantages 
cbtained by using the W. O. L. Snubber. 
It is made in different sizes to accommo- 
date from % to % in. strand. The 
snubber consists of a one-piece malleable 
casting which is pot galvanized. No spe- 
cial tools are required for installation and 
it is stated that the snubber will not break 
the galvanizing on the strand. It is 
claimed that three feet of guy wire are 
saved on each installation, or seven feet 
when two circuit breakers are used. 


Aid to Simplify Telephone Line 
Supply Needs. 

It will not be long before the cold 

winter months will be here again, and a 

good many companies are probably al- 
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ready laying in supplies for fall construc- 
tion. Many telephone companies are 
short handed and find that listing neces- 
sary line supplies it, more or less, work 
To simplify this work, the Kellogg 
Switchboard & Supply Co. is furnishing a 
supply of estimate sheets, listing all the 
more common items, such as poles, pins, 
brackets, cross arms, wire, insulator, 
holts, ground rods, anchors, braces, bat- 
teries, etc. 

With the aid of the estimate sheet it 
is stated that any one can quickly check 
up his stock, fill in the material needed, 
forward the estimate sheet to the Kel- 
logg Switchboard & Supply Co. and it will 
be promptly returned with prices filled in. 

A supply of estimate sheets will be 
gladly sent by the Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co. at Chicago, upon request. 
New Advertising Manager of the 

Frank B. Cook Co. 


Ralph C. Meyer, the new live advertis- 
ing manager of Frank B. Cook Co., of 
Chicago, was previously associated with 

















Ralph C. Meyer. 


the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co 
for nine years. He started in as in- 
spector in the factory, was a member of 
the advertising staff for some time and 
when he tendered his resignation, ef- 
fective April 1, to become advertising 
manager for the Cook company, he was 
sales correspondent of the Kellogg com- 
pany. 

Although young in years, being but 25 
years of age, Mr. Meyer has had a com- 
paratively wide experience. His friends 
in the telephone manufacturing field feel 
confident that his new associations will 
prove very advantageous to the Frank B 


Cook Co. 
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Your Best Liability Insurance 


RIMCO’ RUBBER 
INSULATED a fe 


Will prove your most reliable 
protection. They give elec- 
trical workers a quality of 
protection impossible in the 
pliers they had been using. The 
semi-soft insulated handle of 
the “RIMCO” affords perfect 
safetvy—every plier is 
tested to 10,000 volts. 
The semi-soft insula- 
tion is non-detachable 
eliminating the dan- 
ger ever present in 
pliers with detachable 
rubber sleeves. 

The semi-soft handle 
will not break or 
crack, if dropped, like 
the hard rubber kind. 




















Bare Copper Wires and Cables 
Weatherproof Wires and Cables 
Paper Insulated Cables 


for Telephone, Telegraph, Electric 
Light and Power Service, 
Aerial, Underground and Submarine 


NATIONAL CONDUIT and 
CABLE COMPANY, Inc. 


Executive Offices: 
41 PARK ROW NEW YORK, N. Y. 
MILLS: HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 


Telephone companies — 
investigate: Literature 
and prices on request. 


Rubber Insulated 
Metals Corporation 


Plainfield, New Jersey 








Exclusive Export Agents 


Western Electric. Company -_ _ 














ORANGEBURG 
FIBRE CONDUIT 






Note Protection at Corners 7 


Blake Insulated Staples 


Unequalled for telephone and bell 
wiring. The fibre insulation pre- 
vents troublesome short circuits 


Get Book "H" and grounds. 





4 Sizes Pat. Nov., 1900 
Write for Samples 


Blake Signal & Mfg. Co. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


THE FIBRE CONDUIT COMPANY ™ 
ORANGEBURGH, N. Y. 


New York Boston Chicago San Francisco 











rs ™~ 
The “French” FOLDING DOOR Telephone Booth 


(Patent Pending) 


PROTECTION FROM INJURY: The point where the two leaves 
of the FOLDING DOOR meet is of such design as to prevent any 
possible chance of injuring the fingers. This feature makes the 
FOLDING DOOR booth a practical proposition. 


Write for booklet describing the advantages of the ‘‘ Folding Door’’ Booth 


C. B. FRENCH CABINET COMPANY, Inc., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


DISTRIBUTORS 


Western Electric Company 


NCORPORATED 











Houses in all principal cities 
\Q 








Door Closed 


Please tell the Aé@vertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 








Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 


New Telephone Companies and In- 
corporations. 

Biurrs, Itt.—Articles of incorporation 
have been filed by the Home Telephone 
Co. of Bluffs with $5,000 capital stock. 
The incorporators are Geo. W. Van Fun- 
dy, William Loewe and Geo. M. Burrus. 

Wuite Heat, Itt.—The White Heath 
Mutual Telephone Co. has filed articles of 
incorporation with $2,500 capital stock. 
The incorporators are Thos. A. Branch, 
Noble P. Heath, James A. Perry, John 
F. Heath and Silas L. Sievers. 

Aza.iA, Inp.—The Azalia Telephone 
Co. has been organized and incorporated 
by Frank R. McHenry, Oscar L. Newsom, 
Willis Newsom, John E. Parker, Will H. 
Newsom and O. A. DeLong. The capi- 
tal stock of the company is fixed at $5,000. 

Linton, Inp.—The Linton Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated with a capital 
stock of $10,000. The directors are Jos- 
eph E. Sharp, Joseph Nolting, Thos. E. 
Harris, Enzie F. Gwin, Lucien E. Jones, 
George H. Sharp and Linus E.* Clayton. 

WINCHESTER, JND.—The Eastern Indi- 
ana Telephone Co. has been incorporated 
with $400,000 capital stock. The directors 
of the company are P. E. Goodrich, J. A. 
Browne, R. J. Leitschert, B. S. Hunt and 
James S. Engle. 

DrEeERING, Ky.—The Deering Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated with $1,000 
capital stock by A. B. Johnson, S. H. Ter- 
rell and P. C. Fuson. 

Lovett, Maine—The Lovell United 
Telephone Co. has been incorporated with 
$50,000 capital stock to construct and op- 
erate a telephone system in Oxford and 
Cumberland counties. The incorporators 
are J. H. Woodward, Fryeburg; C. E. 
Jones, W. C. Bassett, B. Russell, E. S. 


Hatch, Lovell; C. Ela, Fryeburg; C. K. 
Chapman, W. H. Smith. 
Oak Lawn, Minn. (R. F. D. from 


Brainerd).—The Oak Lawn Rural Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$2,000 capital stock by Jos. Vanek, presi- 
dent; August Neison, secretary; and Dick 
Sagli, treasurer. 

INAVALE, NeB.—The Inavale Independ- 
ent Telephone Co. has filed articles of 
incorporation with $10,000 capital stock 
The incorporators are H. E. Williams, C. 


Enip, OkLa.—A renewal of charter has 
been granted the Garland Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. It is capitalized at $1,000 and 
its incorporators are J. H. Britton, D. M. 
Buckley and A. Duncan, all of Enid. 

Hooker, Oxkia.—Articles of incorpora- 
tion have been filed by the Hooker South- 
ern Telephone Co., with $1,500 capital 
stock. The incorporators are H. N. 
Kelly, W. T. Kirk, J. C. Burks and L. R. 
Southern, all of Hooker. 

CHAMPION, Pa.—The Laurel Hill Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$25,000 capital stock. Irvin S. Miller is 
treasurer of the company. 


Bowne, S. D.—The Cottonwood Lake 
Telephone Co. was recently organized 
with $3,000 capital stock by Carl Blum- 
hard and Carl Hoffart, of Hosmer, and 
R. E. T. Lemke, of Bowdle. 

JACKSONVILLE, TEXAS—The Jacksonville 
Telephone Co. has been incorporated with 
$50,000 capital stock by A. C. Stuart, G. 
A. Couch and Joe Webber. 

Mip_anp, TExAs—The Midland Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with a 
capital stock of $50,000 to operate tele- 
phone lines in Midland, Martin, Andrews, 
Gaines, Ector, Crane and Upton coun- 
ties. The incorporators are P. and Chris 
Scharbauer and Bert Homan. 

Hosmer, S. D.—The Western 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$12,000 capital stock by Adam Reinbolt, 
Balthasar Giese and John Heintzmann, 
secretary, all of Hosmer. 

Provo, Utran.—The Palmyria_ Tele- 
phone & Electric Light Co. has filed arti- 
cles of incorporation with $25,000 capital 
stock. The directors of the company are 
L. P. Thomas, M. Boardsgaard, Erastus 
Hansen, Ed. M. Banks and P. P. Thomas. 
L. P. Thomas is the president and Wm. 
H. Nielsen, secretary. 

Maysrook, Va.—The Maybrook Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. has been incorpo- 
rated to construct and operate telephone 
lines in Giles and adjoining counties 

Financial. 

HwuNTINGBURG, IND—The Dubois Coun- 
ty Telephone Co. has increased its capita! 
stock from $30,000 to $70,000. 

Paris, Ouro—The Farmers & Mer- 
chants Telephone Co. has filed an amend- 
ment to its articles of incorporation, in- 


Tele- 


creasing its capital stock from $21,000 to 
$30,000. 

Winona, Onto—The Winona Central 
Telephone Co. has increased its capita! 
stock from $10,000 to $25,000. 


Elections. 


CAMeRIGE, ILL—At the annual meeting 
of the Citizens Mutual Telephone Co. 
Dr. H. C. McMillin and H. C. Meinrich 
were re-elected directors, to serve for a 
period of two years. John Grau was 
elected to serve in place of L. A. Lyons. 

La Porte, Inp—The La Porte Tele- 
phone Co. has elected officers for the en- 
suing vear as follows: President, J. V. 
Dorland; vice-president, A. J. Stahl; sec- 
retary and treasurer, R. O. Dorland. The 
directors of the company are L. M. Kug- 
ler, A. J. Stahl, A. P. Andrew, J. V. Dor- 
land and R. O. Dorland. 

Lewiston, Minn.—The following di- 
rectors were elected at the annual meet- 
ing of the Mt. Vernon Farmers Telephone 
Co.: Peter Seighton, E. Gremelsbach, V. 
H. Firth, Wm. Drenckhahn, F. Reisdorf, 
Ed. Gage, Otto Beilke, J. Rupprecht, M. 
Kammerer and Peter Kremaker. 

PortsMoUTH, Onto—The Portsmouth 
Telephone Co. held its annual meeting 
recently and elected the following officers 
and directors for the ensuing year: 
President, L. D. York; vice-president, 
Dr. W. D. Tremper; secretary and gen- 
eral manager, Harvey M. Allen; treas- 
urer, Wm. Scott McKell, Chillicothe; di- 
rectors, R. W. Manly and W. V. Swarts- 
baugh, Chillicothe, and William R. Fee, 
San Gabriel, California. 

Rirzvi_Le, WasH.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the stockholders of the Wash- 
tucna High Line Telephone Co. the fol- 


lowing officers were elected: President, 
Albert G. Dehnel; vice-president, Roy 
Helme; secretary-treasurer, J. Oscar 
Adams; attorneys, Adams & Naef; trus- 
tees, A. W. Perry, William Brerman, Jr., 
Frank West, Otis Leonard and A. H 
Burkhart. 


VANDYNE, Wis.—John Wildenberg was 
elected president of the Vandyne Tele- 
phone Co. at the annual meeting, held 
recently. Edw. Zentner was chosen vice- 
president; Albert Widmore, secretary; 
Charles Finder, treasurer, and Otto Zent- 
ner, director. 
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